


|,v tl*S. wants Serbia on Kosovo 

t -C* 

->i^tNOTON (Rj — The United Slum Mondav warned Serbia 
J^and dcsl a , J ,si ^ g ac ** In ,he province of Kosovo and left open 

^posobdity « would take unilateral military action to ,iali the spreadof 
! i^hOTg^State Department spokesman Joe Snyder refused to confirm a 
‘ hat Presidcm George Bush had warned Serbian 
• leaders the United States is prepared to use military force if the Balkan 

P rov,ncc ‘"habited mostly by ethnic 
-Ramans- Bui Mr. Snyder told reponers: “We're deeply concerned 
sbotK the situation m Kosovo. We have discussed this with other 
jprermnCTts and our concerns are widely shared in the international 
r , 5 re J!2* cb,n * and wiH continue to watch Serb actions in 
tesavo carefully. pThcre should be no doubt that the United States 
«XW to * e vcpj«noutdy destabilising acts by Serbia in Kosovo." he said 
Snyder, aUng a NATO communique issued on Dec. 17 which voiced 
ggKxtn about a spillover of the Bosnia civil war. urged all parties to act 
*W> restraint and begin serious negotiations on the restoration or 
autonomy to Kosovo. 
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Arafat to meet U.N. chief in Geneva 

UENEV'A (R) — Palestine Liberation Organisation I PLOt leader Yasser 
Arafat will meet U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Ghali in Geneva 
Wednesday to plead the case of 4 IS Palestinians expelled by Israel, a 
Palestinian spokesman said Monday. “Arafat is coming to meet Boutros- 
Ghali on Wednesday." said Nabil Ramlawi. head of the PLO’s observer 
mission to the United Nations in Geneva. “He will discuss the situation in 
general and in particular the issue of the (evictees’)." Mr. Arafat will 
discuss the possibility of the U.N. Security Council pressuring Israel to 
implement a resolution calling for the immediate return of the evictees. 
Mr. Ramlawi said. "The Security Council can do many things, including 
the use of Chapter Seven of the U.N. Charter to put pressure on Israel to 
implement its resolution." he told Reuters. Mr. Ramlawi spoke after 
delivering an oral message from Mr. Ararat to Dr. Ghali about the 
Palestinians expelled 10 days ago and trapped in southern Lebanon. Dr. 
Ghali has been visiting the U.N. European headquarters since the 
weekend for talks on a variety of issues until Jan. 2. It will be his first 
meeting with the head of the PLO since taking up his post as 
secretary-general nearly a year ago, Mr. Ramlawi said. 


Volts ne 17 Number 5194 


«£ina: Iraqi territory 
ttbiild be respected 
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; : = igjJlNG (R) — China said 
' iopday Iraq’s territory should be 
'-jMfccted and it did not want the 
' ’• iQttioa in the Gulf inflamed by 
footing down of an Iraqi 
: ] by a U.S. lighter. “The 
V. 7 --- -g^gese government ... does not 
see the situation in the 
- -^juf region become tense and 
^ complicated once again/* a 
r otffe 11 Ministry spokesman said 
, ^Stg^-^narfcs quoted by the official 


: jjfed without elaborating. The 
awi agency said the remarks 
; ejs in answer to a request for 
- ifflBent on the downing of an 
arikdane by a U.S. fighter in a 
' 3 .fy zone over southern Iraq 
' • ^ fiqarale story). 

tatari crown prince 
^ Saudi visit 

* *"*9 - 

■ ■ \ fR) — Qatar’s Crown 
- - (ijse Sbeikh Hamad Ben KhaJi- 
IJphani Monday ended a visit 
r$aodi Arabia where he held 
^yith King Fahd on a new 
jjjpBrdeaJ. The Qatari News 
. ggigrsaid Sheikh Hamad, who 
• rSfcO defence minister, flew 
. c^Bome from Riyadh. He met 
fyFahd Sunday, a week after 
£$*6 countries signed a deal 
l|li$ three-month-long border 
Golf diplomats had said 
ijS-Arabra blamed the border 
fcfinainly on Sheikh Hamad, 
fyas running the country when 
^people died in a dash along 

P oo September 30 
sd relations between 
igbboufs. 

|ft^nassemb1y 
lets today 

©Uk (AP) — A national 
jgfiFof rejected tribal lead- 
j^igioiis scholars and rebel 
'• |i|Bndeis will meet this week 
-^^Afghanistan's next presi- 
nSjaspokesman said Monday. 
f;3ecisioiHnaking session of 
i council is due to convene 
z -z'l morning at an undis- 
location, said spokesman 
“Wtallah Emad. Representa- 
& from the United Nations 
$8* Organisation of the Isla- 
CjCbinferetice will attend the 
observers, he said. The 
. government will spend the 
■■ Jti8 months drafting a con- 
ation for the Islamic state and 
paring for the first nationwide 
dS»s since the 1978 commun- 
Terohition. 
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litterrand leaves 


rANBUL (R) — French Presi- 
if Francois Mitterrand left 
tey Monday after a five-day 
fronas vacation and talks with 
dHsh President Tor gut Ozal, 
officials said. Mr. Ozal's 
- seaman Kaya Toperi told re- 
the two leaders discussed 
OVsitaation in Bosnia- 
^govina, relations with the 
pjKWwealth of Independent 
•^particularly the Turkic re- 
jj»of. the former Soviet Un- 
paid the division of Cyprus. 

E iSt to discuss 
fng’ with league 

(WAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti offi- 
f : Wfll fly to Cyprus Tuesday to 
Arab League envoy Ai 
Idris, who bas been in 
g/tp discuss the issue of 
jjgotis missing since the Gulf 
afe.KUNA new agency said 
?ray. Dnaij Al Anizi, a senior 
of the Kuwaiti govem- 
organisation campaigning 
■ ^6rdease of some 850 “mis- 
^people, will discuss with 
the results of his week- 
Bjgjgst to Baghdad, KUNA 
agency said the officials 
dis continue their talks in 
“^i where Mr. Idris will sub- 
*3lwport to the Arab League. 

IjAon going into 
fusion 

'"'Wl: ROCK ’ Ark. (AP) — 

; :-•* Jgrat-elcct Bid Clinton, his 

select * t > n- P rocess 
-• * was flying Monday to a 

Swjtiand off the South Caroli- 
for a quiet week of 
and reflection with 
SSMffld political assoriates. 
^^ton, his wife Hillary and 
gSlfer Chelsea planned to take 
/renaissance weekend,” a 
sponsored retreat on 
S'Kit 8 ** fit which peo- 
about themselves and 
^ country in an informal set- 
. . ■ 


Palestinians urge U.N. 
envoy to insist Israel 
allow evictees’ return 

Hariri bans Jonah from visiting expelled 
Palestinians through Lebanese territory 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian lead- 
ers urged a U.N. envoy on Mon- 
day to insist on the immediate 
repatriation of 415 Palestinians 
expelled by Israel, saying they 
were suffering in “tragic cir- 
cumstances’* in Lebanon. 

The plea to U.N. Under- 
Secretary-General James Jonah 
came in a meeting with 10 Palesti- 
nians in Arab East Jerusalem.- 

Meanwhile, Lebanon barred 
Mr. Jonah from passing through 
its territory to visit the 415 
Palestinians trapped in South 
Lebanon. 

It said Mr. Jonah, due in Beirut 
from Israel on Tuesday, could 
only reach the Palestinians 
through Israeli lines. 

In their makeshift camp, the 
evictees- fought against the worst 
cold gripping the region since 
they were dumped between 
Israeli and Lebanese lines 10 days 
ago. 

“It’s a total stalemate” said 
Bernard Pfefferle, chief delegate 
in Lebanon of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC). “They won’t survive the 
winter .out there. like this." 


Israeli 
soldier 
wounded 
in Gaza 
ambush 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Unknown 
assailants fired at an army jeep 
patrolling in the occupied Gaza 
Strip Monday, and a soldier was 
lightly wounded, the army said. 

Soldiers in the jeep returned 
fire and searched the area near 
the town of Khan Yunis in the 
southern coastal strip, the army 
said. 

It was the first time in three 
weeks that a soldier was hurt in a 
shooting ambush in Gaza. 

On Dec. 7, three Israeli sol- 
diers were killed by Palestinian 
assailants, and the Muslim fun- 
damentalist group Hamas 
claimed responsibility. 

The killings of the three sol- 
diers and three more Israeli 
troopers in the following days led 
to Israel’s decision to expel 415 
Palestinians to Lebanon. 

On Sunday troops shot and 
wounded 15 Palestinians in 
clashes in the Gaza Strip with 
.demonstrators protesting the ex- 
pulsion of the Palestinians. 

Fourteen Palestinians were 
wounded in Jabalya refugee camp 
and one in Gaza Gty, the sources 
said. 

Israeli troops have killed 12 
Palestinians and wounded scores 
of others since the expulsion. 1 


Asked if the government would 
allow Mr. Jonah to reach the 
camp through its territory. Prime 
Minister Rafik Al Hariri told 
Reuters in Beirut: "He has to go 
through Israeli territory." 

Israel told Mr. Jonah on Sun- 
day it would not back down on 
the mass expulsions. He was sent 
to investigate the expulsions, con- 
demned by the U.N. Security 
Council which demand the safe 
return of the evictees. 

Asked if troops at the last 
Lebanese checkpoint before the 
camp would stop Mr. Jonah visit- 
ing the evictees, Mr. Hariri said: 
“Don't think he will go if he does 
not have our authority and we 
won’t give him our authority. I 
will not allow him in." 

Mr. Hariri said the same ap- 
plied to Bernard . Kouchner, 
French minister for humanitarian 
affairs, and a French medical 
team who had been expected to 
fly to Beirut to visit the Palesti- 
nians. 

“We don't see any reason why 
we have to change our position,” 
Mr. Hariri added. Lebanon holds 
the evictees are Israel's responsi- 
bility and it must be forced to . 


take them back. 

Israel and Lebanon are barring 
all aid agencies from taking sup- 
plies to the Palestinians. 

Asked if he would- allow sick 
and wounded from the camp to 
return to a hospital in Lebanese 
government-controlled territory, 
Mr. Hariri said: “No. Let them 
take them to Marjayoun." 

Marjayoun is a town inside 
Israel’s self-declared “security 
zone" in South Lebanon. 
Lebanese authorities ordered the 
sick and wounded evictees to 
return to their makeshift camp 
last Friday. 

“We see the Lebanese govern- 
ment is acting legally," said Dr. 
Abdul Aziz Al Rantiri. a leader 
of the evictees. He added the 
Security Council should force 
Israel to allow Mr. Jonah to the 
camp. 

Before the Lebanese ban was 
announced, the evictees said they 
were waiting impatiently to show 
the envoy their suffering. 

The Israeli army said it was 
reviewing the files of the evictees, 
and news reports said as many as 

(Continued on page 5) 


Somali warlords say 
bloody feud is over 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
The two warlords who destroyed 
this once-pleasant seaside city 
embraced and shouted “Allahu- 
Akhbar” — as thousands of their 
followers mingled Monday to 
celebrate the announced reuni- 
fication of the capital. 

The two warlords had pledged 
to dismantle the “green line" that 
has split the capital Monday, as a 
sign the civil war was over. Their 
followers celebrated the promise 
Monday, but it was unclear how 
soon it would become a reality. 
. Shooting incidents around the 
edges of the rally indicated gun- 
men were angry their days of 
plunder and mayhem might be 
drawing to an end. 

Dressed in civilian clothes. 
General Mohammad Farrah 
Aideed and Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad met for about 20 minutes 
and tried vainly to address the 
seething crowds who clapped, 
ululated and blew conch shells in 
celebration. 

The meeting took place on a 
hill offering a 360-degree vista of 
the devastation the two leaders 
had wrought, fighting with artil- 
lery and heavy machine guns in a 
clan war whose origins go back 
centuries. 

Straining to see the rivals, peo- 
ple clambered atop the roof of 
the old parliament and other 
buildings, all looted and riddled 
by shell fire like virtually every 
structure in a city once graced by 
mosques and villas from Iralian 


colonial days. 

Nearby was the “green line" 
that has split the city into a 
northern zone controlled by Mr. 
Ali Mahdi and a southern one 
held by General Aideed since 
fighting began in November 1991. 

An incident at the U.S.- 
controlled airport illustrated con- 
tinuing security problems in city 
ravaged by conflict and still 
stalked by freelance muggers and 
looters. 

A man was shot dead by U.S. 
Marines after he and two others 
attacked a crew from the interna- 
tional television news agency Vis- 
news 50 metres from the Marines' 
post at the airport entrance. 

One of the three held a pistol 
to cameraman Jimi Matthews’ 
head while another took the 
camera. The third man opened 
fire at the Marines' post with a 
Kalashnikov rifle, Mr. Matthews 
said. 

“He fired at the Marines and 
the Marines returned fire. They 
shot and killed the Somali who 
had taken the camera/' he said. 

Soundman Leon Malherbe was 
cut in the elbow by shrapnel. 

U.S. and French troops have 
killed at least five Somalis in 
dashes since the U.S.-led multi- 
national task force began arriving 
in Mogadishu on Dec. 9. 

U.S. and Canadian soldiers 
moved into the famine -stricken 
western town of Belet Huen 
Monday, the eighth and last aid 
distribution centre. 
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Iraqis, along with Palestinians and other Arabs, 
demonstrate in front of the U.N. building in 


Iraq blames Bush for downing 
of warplane and vows revenge 


BAGHDAD (R) — (Agencies) 
— Baghdad vowed Monday to 
avenge the first downing of an 
Iraqi plane in the allied air- 
exclusion zone in southern Iraq 
and said it would turn its wrath on 
outgoing U.S. President George 

A U.S. F-16 fighter shot down 
an Iraqi plane in southern Iraq 
Sunday, the first such incident 
since the allies began enforcing 
the exclusion zone over much of 
Iraq's Shiite south in August. 

Official newspapers published 
front-page editorials on Monday 
calling the incident "cowardly 
act” perpetrated by Mr. Bush as 
he was leaving the White House 
to “the dustbin of history." 

"Our great people ... know 
very well how to turn their violent 
wrath over Bush's new aggression 


into a revolution against this dirty 
criminal and his vicious attempts 
to encroach on Iraq's sovereign- 
ty." the government daily Al 
Jumhouriyah said. 

“The criminal Bush commits 
yet another aggression against 
Iraq. This time we cannot remain 
silent/’ it said: 

Mr. Bush and President-elect 
Bill Clinton on Sunday warned 
Iraq it must comply with sanc- 
tions on its activities. Mr. Bush 
called the incursion into the “no- 
fly" zone “a big mistake" for 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. 

The United States, Britain and 
France guard two exclusion 
zones, one below the 32nd Para- 
llel to prevent Iraqi planes and 
helicopter gunships attacking dis- 
sident Shiites in the southern 
marshlands, and the second in the 


Price: Jordan 100 Gls; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


League 
demands 
reversal of 
expulsions 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt and the 
Arab League said Monday Israel 
should immediately and uncon- 
ditionally reverse its expulsion of 
415 Palestinians. 

Arab League Secretary Gener- 
al Esmat Abdul Meguid told a 
seminar the expulsions were cri- 
minal and inhumane and a 
“dangerous setback" to the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

“We ask the international com- 
munity not to stand idle towards 
this crime which is infringing the 
rights of Palestinian human 
beings/' he said. 

Prime Minister Atef Sedki told 
parliament in a year-end policy 
statement that Egypt was pur- 
suing contacts with Israeli leaders 
to end the crisis which threatened 
to kill the I4-mcnth-oid Middle 
East peace talks. 

“We informed the Israelis of 
the dangerous repercussions of 
such iDegal action on the peace 
process ... that they need to. 
reverse their decision and return 
home all the Palestinian evictees 
immediately and unconditionally 
as stipulated by the (U.N.) Secur- 
ity Council,” Mr. Sedki said. 

He said Egypt had contacted 
the sponsors of the peace talks, 
the United States, Russia, and 
the United Nations, and asked 
them “to work on a quick imple- 
mentation of Security Council re- 
solutions by putting a mechanism 
and a deadline to guarantee the 
return of the evictees to their land 
and home." 

Egyptian newspapers were in- 
creasingly critical of Israel. 

“Israel through its immoral be- 
haviour is challenging and scorning 
international resolutions," said a 

(Continued on page 3) 


Baghdad against Israel’s expulsion of 415 Palesti- 
nians (AFP photo) 


north above the 36th -Parallel to 
protect the Kurds. 

Iraq Sunday said the plane was 
on a routine flight within its 
borders. It promised to respond 
“in the suitable manner and at 
the appropriate time." 

The Pentagon said the plane 
was issued a verbal warning, and 
that U.S. fighters attacked after it 
and another Iraqi plane “turned 
to confront the U.S. aircraft." 

But the U.S. pilots who shot 
down the Iraqi fighter may have 
mistaken a standard manoeuvre 
by Russian-trained airmen for 
aggressive action, the editor of 
Jane's defence weekly said. 

Editor Paul Beaver also said 
that if the Iraqi aircraft had lock- 
ed weapons and radar systems on 

(Conttaned on page 3) 


U.S. is ‘encouraged’ by Tehran paper wants Iran 
arms talks with Russians to revive claim to Bahrain 


GENEVA (AP) — Last-chance 
talks (o wrap up a nuclear missile 
reduction treaty before President 
George Bush leaves office 
opened Monday with Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei V. 
Kozyrev offering to bet a bottle 
of whiskey on a successful out- 
come and the U.S. side “encour- 
aged by the way things are 
going." 

Even before the first session 
was held at the Russian mission. 
Secretary of State Lawrence S. 
Eagleburger had rated the 

chances at better than 50-50. but 
stubborn technical problems re- 
mained. 

And afterward. State Depart- 
ment spokesman Richard A. 
Boucher told reporters: "We are 
encouraged by the way things are 
going. I think we are making 
progress." 

Mr. Boucher said Mr. Eagle- 
burger and Mr. Kozyrev would 
have dinner together and then 
meet again Tuesday. 

Asked if he expected an agree- 
ment. Mr. Kozyrev said: "1 am 
ready to bet a bottle of whiskey. 
We will do such work here to 
make it possible for our presi- 
dents ro have the right decision 


after the negotiations here." 

The foreign minister quickly 
amended his remark to say: 
“Positive decision.” 

The two sides met for more 
than three hours at the Russian 
mission, but made no statement 
afterwards as they went to lunch. 
Mr. Kozyrev, however, flashed 
the thumbs-up sign. 

Mrl Eagleburger avoided any 
last-minute prediction of his own. 
He hopes an agreement will set 
the stage for a summit signing 
before Mr. Bush leaves office 
Jan. 20. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin has twice in the last three 
weeks predicted he and Mr. Bush 
will meet after New Year’s. Mr. 
Bush wants any such summit to 
include a treaty signing. 

Joining Mr. Kozyrev at the 
table for the first time was Rus- 
sian Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev, an indication Moscow is 
ready to make a deal. 

“I can't believe at this stage it 
will take more than 24 hours to 
get it ali settled if we are going to 
get it all settled at all.” Mr. 
Eagleburger said Sunday on his 
flight from Washington. 


TEHRAN (R) — Radical Iranian 
newspapers, angered by Gulf 
Arab claims to three disputed 
islands, are hitting back with de- 
mands that Tehran revive its 
claim to Bahrain and consider 
improving ties with Iraq. 

President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani and senior officials 
strongly condemned a statement 
last week by leaders of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
backing the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) in its dispute with 
Iran over the Gulf islands. 

But the newspapers Sal am and 
Jomhuri Eslami demanded that 
Tehran go further than restating 
its resolve to defend its sovereign- 
ty over the islands of Abu Musa, 
Greater Tunb and Lesser Tunb. 

“It is not very dear why the 
sheikh of Bahrain has joined the 
others/’ Jomhuri Eslami said. 
The GCC groups Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman. Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE. 

If historical records are to be 
the criterion, the sheikh cf 
Bahrain should go about his own 
business and the rule of Iranian 
people in Bahrain, which be- 
longed to Iran until 1970, should 
be re-established, the paper said. 


“It is fitting for the Foreign 
Ministry to raise the question of 
Iran’s sovereignty over Bahrain 
... and start a serious and effec- 
tive drive to end the separation of 
Bahrain from Iran/' it added. 

The late Shah of Iran relin- 
quished Iran's claim to Bahrain in 
1970, a year before the island 
became an independent state. 

I ranian leaders since the 1979 
Islamic revolution have carefully 
avoided raising the Bahrain issue 
although it is occasionally 
brought up in the press during 
periods of tension with Arab 
states across the Gulf. 

Salam newspaper said the GCC 
stand showed that the policy of 
appeasing pro-Western Gulf 
Arab rulers had backfired. 

"No matter how much you 
smile at sheikhs on the southern 
coast of the ’Persian’ Gulf, it is- 
the United States and the West 
which speak the last word," it 


“They (the sheikhs) are no- 
body,” Salam said, adding that 
Iran should revise its policy to- 
wards its neighbours, especially 
its former war enemy Iraq. 


Despite hardline criticism , Palestinian cold, war appears nearing an end 


By Mariam M. Sha hin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite the dis- 
appointment voiced by hard- 
line groups, the cold war that 
raged m Palestinian political 
circles since the Middle East 
peace conference began in 
Madrid appears to be coming 
to an end with a meeting 
attended by all Palestinian fac- 
tions in Tunis last week. 

For the first time since Octo- 
ber 1991, all factions of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and the major non- 
PLO group, the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas), 
came together at the PLO 
headquarters in the Tunisian 
capital to dismiss Israel's expul- 
sion of 415 Palestinians to 
Lebanon on Dec. 17. 

But what was actually de- 
bated was the fate of the 
Palestinian struggle and unity 
of the Palestinian ranks. 

The meeting did not produce 


a Palestinian withdrawal from 
the Arab- Israeli peace talks as 
demanded by the hardline 
groups. A PLO statement 
issued late Sunday acknow- 
ledged that there “opinions" 
within the meeting on the 
issues of the peace talks. 

There was agreement on the 
immediate issue of the expel- 
led Palestinians now stranded 
in South Lebanon. The PLO 
statement said the evictees 
should “stay put until their 
direct return to their home- 
land." 

Not all groups were happy 
with the outcome of the meet- 

liamas and the hardline 
wing of the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) and the Popular From 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) expressed disappoint- 
ment. 

“With profound regret, the 
results of the meeting were not 
at the level of the challenges 


we are confronting ... the cor- 
rect response of the Palestinian 
leadership should have been 
withdrawal from the (peace) 
talks/' Abdul Rahim Mallouh. 
PFLP representative on the 
PLO Executive Committee, 
said in Tunis. 

The Damascus-based DFLP 
accused the PLO leadership of 
calling for a meeting of Palesti- 
nian factions only to use it as a 
cover for its policy of con- 
tinuing peace talks with Israel. 

"Most of the forces who 
participated in the meetings 
demanded withdrawal from 
the negotiations until Israel re- 
turned tile Palestinian evictees 

and respected international 

legality," said Tayseer Khalid, 
the DFLP representative in the 
PLO Executive Committee. 

Hamas spokesman Moham- 
mad Nazzal told a news confer- 
ence before leaving Tunis that: 
"Agreement on the (evictees) 
was total, but the disagreement 
on the peace process was big." 


In spite of the criticism and 
disappointment voiced by the 
hardline groups over the Tunis 
meeting’s failure to produce a 
decision to withdraw Palesti- 
nian negotiators from the 
peace talks, the very fact that 
the Palestinian groups sat 
down together and discussed 
some of the thorniest problems 
was in itself a breakthrough, 
observers say. 

With the exception of the 
ailing leader of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP). George 
Habash. and the imprisoned 
wheel-chair confined Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin of Hamas, all 
main Palestinian leaders were 
there talking together under 
one roof in Tunis. 

For months PLO leaders in 
Tunis have been voicing their 
desire to resume a dialogue 
with the ami-peace talks coali- 
tion which groups 10 parties. 
Known as the Damascus Ten. 
the group made an official 


alliance in September of this 
year. 

Fateh officials in Tunis and 
Amman complained about the 
"■hard-headed" approach of 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
in particular. 

“He wants the opposition 
under his hood without 
agreeing to any concessions,” 
said Ahmad Al Jamal of the 
hardline wing of the DFLP. 

But the expulsion of the 415 
Palestinians came as “the best 
excuse to talk again/' accord- 
ing to PLO officials in Tunis. 

Hamas, which insisted on an 
official invitation from the 
PLO. went as soon as the 
invitation arrived. Nayef 
Hawatmeh. leader of the 
Damascus-based DFLP also 
went to Tunis for the emergen- 
cy meeting of Palestinian lead- 
ers. 

“These meetings were of 
utmost significance simply be- 
cause they re-cemented 
Palestinian ranks in the head- 


quarters of the PLO," the head 
of the PLO information office 
in Tunis, Jamil AI Hilal, told 
the Jordan Times. 

While the talks revolved 
almost entirely on the fate of 
those expelled. Mr. Hilal said, 
the “doors were open for 
further dialogue." 

“Effectively the stone wall 
of opposition emanating from 
Damascus has been tom down 
as a result of the meeting this 
week.” he added. 

“Hamas signed a joint com- 
munique with the PLO and this 
communique was a sign that 
the cold war as such has en- 
ded." saw one Tunis-based 
PLO official. 

While a late November 
meeting of PLO officials was 
boycotted by both the hardline 
wing of the DFLP and PFLP. 
Tunis-based PLO officials 
claim that the two groups 
“were not really boycotting the 
PLO as such." 

With Hamas talking to Mr. 


Arafat again, although some 
tension were reported over the 
issue of Mr. Arafat's unilateral 
style of negotiating with his 
internal opponents, others are 
bound to follow suit, Fateh 
sources say. 

Depending on the outcome 
of a Jan. 2 Khartoum meeting, 
between Hamas and Fateh 
officials, the Hamas may even 
join the PNC. 

Neither the PLO nor Hamas 
have been able to confirm the 
exact number of PNC seats 
that the two sides are expected 
to negotiate at the Khartoum 
meeting. 

However, at least two 
sources confirmed that Hamas 
would be offered in the “vicin- 
ity of 20 seats” of those that 
represent the Palestinians in 
the diaspora, or 20 out of some 
180 to 200 seats. 

Hamas's representation 
among the 180 “phantom" 

(Continued on pfcge 5) 
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Weinberger says Walsh tried to 
coerce testimony against Reagan 



WASHINGTON ( AP) — Caspar 
Weinberger, the burden of his 
criminal defence lifted by Presi- 
dent George Bush's Christmas 
Eve pardon, charged Sunday that 
the Iran-contra special prosecutor 
tried to “coerce false testimony" 
from him implicating Ronald 
Reagan. 

Mr. Weinberger said special 
counsel Lawrence Walsh, who 
has pursued the case for six years, 
brought charges against him only 
after Mr. Weinberger had refused 
to cooperate in the prosecution of 
higher ups in the Iran-contra 
scandal. 

"Cooperation meant giving 
them the testimony that they 
wanted that would enable them . 
to implicate President Reagan," 
Mr. Weinberger said, referring to 
Mr. Walsh and his assistants. 

“When they couldn’t get that, 
then they went after me with five 
felony counts, all of which they 
would have been perfectly willing 
to drop if I had, quote, ’cooper- 
ated' with them. And 1 wasn't 
going 10 cooperate with them." 
he said. 

. Mr. Weinberger commented 
on ABC-TV's “This Week with 
David Brinkley" programme. 

The secretary of defence in 
Reagan's administration, con- 
tinuing 3 bitter war of words with 
Mr. Walsh, accused the prosecu- 
tor of pursuing a political agenda 
against the former president. He 
said the prosecutors offered to 
allow him to plead guilty to one 
misdemeanor of withholding in- 
formation from Congress. 

“Yes, he was trying to coerce 
false testimony." Mr. Weinber- 
ger said. 

Mr. Walsh's spokeswoman, 
Mary Belcher, disputed Mr. 
Weinberger's assertion. 

“Walsh did not ask Caspar 
Weinberger to incriminate any- 
one,” Ms. Belcher said in a tele- 


phone interview. “False testi- 
mony is the last thing a prosecu- 
tor wants. All he asked Weinber- 
ger for was the truth." 

In an angry response to the' 
pardon of Mr. Weinberger and 
other figures in the arms-for- 
hostages deal with Iran, Mr. 
Walsh's assistant, James J. Bros- 
nahan, said Saturday that Mr. 
Bush may have granted pardons 
to avoid being a witness at Mr. 
Weinberger’s trial. 

Mr. Bush, vacationing in 
Texas, declined to answer repor- 
ters' questions on the Iran-contra 
affair Sunday. 

Mr. Weinberger disputed the 
suggestion that Mr. Bush par- 
doned him to cover his own 
tracks. He acknowledged his 
notes indicate Mr. Bush favoured 
an exchange of 4,000 Tow mis- 
siles for hostages during a Jan. 7, 
meeting, but said the issue was 
not arms-for-hosxages because 
Mr. Reagan later asserted part of 
his motive was to improve rela- 
tions with Iran. 


Mr. Foley had spoken with a 
White House official several 
weeks ago about a possible par- 
don of Mr. Weinberger. 

Jeffrey R. Biggs. Mr. Foley's 
press secretary, said Mr. Foley 
“indicated it was purely within 
the president’s prerogative." He 
said the speaker said he “didn't 
have a recommendation to make, 
but that ultimately if Mr. 
Weinberger was pardoned he 
wouldn't criticise it." 


“The vice-president at that 
time attended some of the meet- 
ings. He knew these discussions 
were going on. He said so. But, 
again, whether or not it was arms 
for hostages was basically a mat- 
ter of opinion," Mr. Weinberger 
said. “The president of the Un- 
ited States then. President 
Reagan, insisted that he didn't 
think it was.” 

Mr. Weinberger acknowledged 
“misstatements and errors" in his 
testimony to Congress but denied 
any criminality. 

“I did not lie to Congress," Mr. 
Weinberger said. “A lie requires 
some kind of criminal intent to 
deceive, and that was never pre- 
sent in anything I've said." 

Meanwhile, a spokesman for 
House Speaker Thomas Foley, 
(Democrat-Washington), said 


Mr. Biggs said he was not sure 
which White House official spoke 
with Mr. Foley, but said it was 
not Mr. Bush himself. Mr. Biggs 
said there was never any mention 
that pardons for anyone other 
than Mr. Weinberger were being 
considered. 

“He was not advised at any 
time of the president’s actual 
derision and was taken totally by 
surprise by the decision to pardon 
anyone else," Mr. Biggs said in a 
telephone interview Sunday. 

Senator Warren Rudman, who 
was co-chairman of the Senate 
committee that investigated Iran- 
contra, called Mr. Weinberger's 
pardon “the right thing to do." 

Appearing on the ABC prog- 
ramme, Mr. Rudman called Mr. 
Weinberger “one of the heroes of 
Iran-contra" for opposing, pri- 
vately within the Reagan admi- 
nistration, the sale of arms to 
Iran. 


He accused Mr. Walsh of “vin- 
dictiveness beyond belief' for in- 
dicting Mr. Weinberger over 
what he said were “very technical 
matters." 

Both Mr. Rudman and Rep. 
Lee Hamilton, who was chairman 
of the House Iran-contra commit- 
tee, called for full disclosure of 
relevant portions of both Mr. 
Weinberger’s notes and those of 
Mr. Bush, which Mr. Walsh first 
learned of this month. 


Algeria begins trial of up 
90 Muslim soldiers 


ALGIERS (AP) — Police have 
killed two suspects and rounded 
up 84 others on sabotage charges, 
while a military court began 
trying up to 90 Muslim soldiers 
accused of plotting against the 
government. 

Nearly one year after cancell- 
ing January elections Muslim fun- 
damentalists were abo*ji . . win, 
the government continue ainig- 
giing against violence that has 
killed more than 250 police and 
soldiers. 

The now-banned Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) had blamed gov- 
ernment mismanagement and 
corruption for high unemploy- 
ment in this oil-rich country. 


and ranks have not been made 
public, as well as details of the 
charges against them. 

•' But the accusations include 
cooperating with a retired army 
officer now in hiding. Said Mekh- 
loufi, in running guns to the FIS. 


Mr. Mekhfoufi is a former 
editor-in-chief of two FIS news- 
papers. 

The trial was originally sche- 
duled to begin Dec. 20 but was 
postponed for behaviour that 
showed “disrespect for the 
sovereignty of the court” by the 
defendants, the national news 
agency APS reported. It did not 
elaborate. 


The 84 arrestees were accused 
of sabotaging electric and tele- 
phone lines and torching public 
buildings, government radio said 
Sunday night. 

They were arrested in the Setif 
region, 300 kilometres east of the 
capital Algiers, and police confis- 
cated pistols, hunting rifles and 
homemade guns, the radio said. 

Several took refuge in a nearby 
forest, where police killed two 
and arrested seven, it said. 


Sources in Beshar however said 
the defendants refused to stand 
when the presiding judge entered 
the courtroom, and shouted cat- 
calls at him. 


The trial of Muslim soldiers 
opened in southwestern Algeria 
Sunday after being delayed by 
unruly defendants for a week. 


Meanwhile, a former pilot for 
Air Algeria was convicted sent- 
enced to death Sunday for 
allegedly plotting to contaminate 
water supplies. 

Abdul Wahab Benchenouf, 54, 
was convicted by the court of 
Algiers on charges of having 
brought into the country chemic- 
als that if combined would be a 
“deadly carcinogen" in a water 
supply, officials said. The sent- 
ence can be appealed. 


The defendants, who number 
60 to 90 according to various 
reports and include officers and 
enlisted men, are being tried in a 
military court in Bechar. 950 
kilometres southwest of Algiers. 

The defendants face execution 
if convicted for “conspiracy 
against the security •■-* ■=«■ *■ 
according to sou re 
not be ftuther rndentified. 


Mr. Benchenouf, who sym- 
pathised with the Algerian 
Democratic Movement of former 
President Ahmad Ben Bella, was 
arrested in September 1989 after 
he arrived clandestinely by sail- 
boat. 


Tight secrecy has surrounded 
the trial. The defendants’ names 


Officials said they found the 
fc . •'-’icals aboard the boat. 

Mr. Benchenouf had fled the 
country after being sentenced in 
1985 to 20 years in prison for “an 
attack on state security." 


Iran rebels 
expand body 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The National 
Council of Resistance, which acts 
as an umbrella organisation for 
Iranian rebels opposed to the 
theocratic regime in Tehran, has 
expanded its membership from 21 
to 150, with over half of them 
women, according to a statement 
from the group. 

Massoud Rajavi, who lives in 
Iraq, remained the president of 
the council, which met Dec. 13- 
21 . 

The Mujahedeen-e-Khalq an 
the National liberation Army 
(NLA) come under the umbrella 
of the council. 

The council's statement, which 
was faxed to the Jordan Times, 
give the names of some of the 
members of the new council as 
under. 

Mrs. Ozra Alavi Taleqani, de- 
puty chief of staff of the NLA, 
Mabboubeh Jamshidi, Hamideh 
Shahrokhi, Mahvash Sepehri, 
and Mehdi Abrishamchi, Mehdi 
Bara'i Mahmoud Ata’i, and 
Ibrahim Zakeri, members of the 
NLA’s general command staff, 
Gtaolam-Hossein Sadeqi and 
Hossein Massih, Iranian indus- 
trialists and prominent business- 
men, Yazdan Haj-Hamzeft, de- 
puty minister of interior and de- 
puty minister of guidance after 
the fall of the Shah, Colonel 
Behzad Mo'ezzi, former com- 
mander of the Seventh Air Force 
base, Mossiem Eskandar Filabi, 
Iran’s national wrestling cham- 
pion, and Hossein Mahdavi, for- 
mer governor of Zanjan. Maryam 
Matin-Daftari and Reza Rowha- 
ni, members of the National 
Democratic Front, Isroa'il Yagh- 
ma’i, poet and writer, Sanabarg 
Zahedt a prominent lawyer, Bad- 
ri Pourtabbakh, director of the 
Mujahedeen’s political organisa- 
tion outside Iran, and Moham- 
mad Mohaddessin. director of the 
Mujahedeen’s international rela- 
tions department. 
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Somali warlords AB Mahdi Mohammad (right) and 
General Mohammad Farah Afaleed bold hands 
aloft at a “unity" rally near Mogadishu's “green 
Hne” which used to separate their rival Oefdoms 


nntfl the American-led military intervention in 
Somalia to help refief efforts in the war-ravaged, 
famine-struck co untr y (AFP photo) 


Somali educated 
university now a 


elite scattered; 
refugee camp 


By Denis D. Gray 

The Associated Press 
MOGADISHU — A hot wind 
soughs through pillaged, empty 
classrooms, and goats graze on 
the campus lawns. Instead of 
students, there are 22,000 hungry 
refugees, and teachers are scat- 
tered around the world. 

This is what is left of the main 
campus of the National Universi- 
ty of Somalia, which once pro- 
duced toe country's best and 
brightest — the engineers, doc- 
tors, teachers now vitally needed 
to keep the disaster-plagued 
country from going under. 

Civil war has left Somalia's 
elite dispersed, jobless or dead. 

TTie university, like virtually 
every other institution, has been 
closed for the past two years. 

“We will have to start from 
zero,” said Osman Mohammad 
Mahamed. an agricudure school 
graduate, as he picked his way 
through smashed laboratories, 
binaries without books and clas- 
srooms where even the window 
panes had been pried out and 
hauled away as booty. 

With U.S.-led troops now pro- 
riding some security and with 
more international aid on its way, 
the rebuilding of Somalia has 
entered its first stages. 

But without Somali skill and 
brainpower, the massive task of 
reconstruction is even more 
daunting. 

By United Nations estimates, 
one of every six Somalis is a 
refugee. More than half a million 
live in Ethiopia, 300,000 in 
Kenya, 100,000 in European 
countries, 65,000 in Yemen and 
15.000 in Djibouti. Smaller 
Somali communities can be found 
in many other countries. 

Most are poor farmers ex- 
pected to return once they can 


plant their fields without fear of 
looting and violence. 

A large-scale return of intellec- 
tuals, however, many of them 
relatively well-off abroad, is less 
certain. 

“If you have real security they 
will come back. But it will take 
much more than what the Amer- 
icans are arranging now,” says 
Seifulaziz Milas, a Mozambican 
sociologist working in Mogadishu 
for toe United Nations. 

“Most of the best ones have 
gone. There are some who 
couldn't make it out and a very, 
very few stayed by choice," he 
said. 

One barometer of the mood 
can be found at utange, a Somali 
refugee camp in Kenya dubbed 
the “Camp of Intellectuals" be- 
cause of its large number of pro- 
fessionals and government offi- 
cials — some of whom arrived 
with servants in tow. 

Many of the camp’s 31.400 
residents still want to be resettled 
elsewhere, with the United Stales 
the top choice, according to 
Panos Moumtzis, a spokesman 
for the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees. 

Somalia's educated pool, never 
large to begin with, bas been all 
but sucked dry. Of the roughly 
880 teachers at the university’s IT ' 
campuses, two-thirds fled abroad 
or have vanished, said Ahmad 
Mamin Warfa, former rector of 
the university. 

Dr. Hawa Abdi, who works at 
toe Lafoote hospital and refugee 
camp near Mogadishu, knows of 
only three colleagues who remain 
of the 100 or so who once worked 
with her in the medical faculty. 

“There are three or four Phds 
left in the country — probably 
three," said Ahmad Mumin, who 
holds a doctorate in botany from 


Sweden and now advises the Un- 
ited Nations on how to resolve 
the dril conflict. 

Although many intellectuals 
blame ignorant Nomads from 
“the bush* for destroying Soma- 
lia through deeply-rooted dan 
rivalry. Dr. Ahmad said the elite 
most share the guilt. 

“The intelligentsia claimed to 
be above the dan and for the 
country. They cried, ’Somalia, oh 
Somalia.’ But you went to their 
offices- and their watchmen, 
cooks, assistants and subordin- 
ates were all from their own 
clan," he said. 

Some, however, maintain they 
tfove dropped clan loyalties, 
stayed In Somalia by choice and 
hope to take part in resurrecting 
it. 

One is Mohamad Ati Kaariye, 
the country’s foremost poet and 
playwright, who lives in an artists’ 
colony that once numbered about 
100 and now has half a dozen. 

Mr. Kaariye continues to write, 
and meets each day with friends 
to discuss bow to revive Somalia’s 
shattered culture — including its 
tradition of oral poetry, which 
carried lessons of peace. Somalia 
developed a written language 
only under ousted Dictator 
Mohammad Siad Bane, who was 
deposed two years ago and 
chased into exile in April. 

Since Mr. Siad Bane’s ouster, 
armed clansmen and looters have 
ruled the streets, and an esti- 
mated 350,000 Somalis have died 
as a result of fighting, drought 
and famine. 

The poet’s group meets next to 
the national museum, its buildings 
now hollow shells and its trea- 
sures stolen or destroyed. A 
second vital repository of culture, 
the National Theatre, has been 
rendered mute by shell fire. 


Scowcroft looks for Somalia withdrawal 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
National Security Adviser Brent 
Scowcroft said Sunday be hopes 
U.S. troops can begin withdraw- 
ing from Somalia before Presi- 
dent-elect Bill Clinton takes 
office Jan. 20. 

Mr. Scowcroft said toe job of 
disarming Somalis would be “an 
open-ended commitment” best 
left to United Nations peacekeep- 
ing forces that remain after the 
U.S. withdrawal. 

Appearing on NBC-TV’s 
“Meet the Press’’ programme, 
the national security adviser to 
President George Bush said toe 
administration’s aim was to at 
least end the buildup of U.S. 
forces and start their withdrawal 
before the new Clinton adminis- 
tration begins. 

“1 hope it will be under way," 
Mr. Scowcroft said. "In other 
words... the withdrawal will have 
begun so that the new administra- 
tion will be faced with a situation 
in which the United States is 
withdrawing its involvement, 
rather than increasing it." 


Mr. Scowcroft said the buildup 
of U.S. troops “is proceeding 
very rapidly, very smoothly. 
We’re spreading out now to the 
distribution centres, and I believe 
it will not be too long before U.S. 
contingents can begin to with- 
draw, first as other foreign forces 
come in and as die operation 
turns from a peacemaking, if you 
will, into more of a 
peacekeeping." 

Mr. Bush is planning to fly. to 
Somalia on Wednesday to spend 
new year's with U.S. troops be 
Ordered there in a humanitarian 
effort to feed the starving people 
of that lawless country. 

American, French and Belgian 
troops already have secured 
Mogadishu, Beli Dogle, Baidoa, 
Kismayu, Bardera and Hoddur, 
virtually without a struggle. One 
American civilian working for toe 
army has died so far, by a mine 
explosion. 


agencies to provide food. An 
estimated 300,000 Somalis have 
died of starvation this year, and 
two million more are threatened. 

Appearing separately on Cable 
News Network (CNN), Lieute- 
nant-General Robert B. John- 
ston, commander of toe U.S. 
joint task force to Somalia, said 
be was not operating under a 
deadline for the withdrawal of 
troops, but said it was “reason- 
able to expect that some troops" 
may be taken out of Somalia in 
January. 

“The numbers. I could not now 
predict. But I have no. time line. 
Nobody bas put any pressure on 
me to move troops back in Janu- 
ary coincident with the inaugura- 
tion," Gen. Johnston said. 


The troops were dispatched af- 
ter widespread looting made it 
impossible for international relief 


On the former Yugoslavian re- 
publics, Mr. Scowcroft said dif- 
ferences over details of bow to 
enforce the “no-fly" zone over 
Bosnia are holding up United 
Nations action. But he said a 
resolution was possible within 
days. 


Kuwait to ban trade in Iraqi dinar 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s central tank is to bantadu 
dinars, an official from tiie emrrateV money exchange ; 
i said, Isa Balnnah said Sunday tire, union had learn from I; 
‘bank that the ban was-a&orit tohe imposed and had wara : 
sotbey could take action to avoid losses; One traders 
five rnflEon Iraqi dinars were traded dally in Kuwait IT 
dinar , -officially worth $3.1 in Iraq, had risen in Kuwait it 
cents from 4.5 as traders feared supplies, mainly from ti 
Arab Emirates, would dry up if the ban were annok 


Turkey wants to extradite rebel Kurds ft 


ISTANBUL (R) —- Turkey will seek to extradite some pi 
Turkish Kurds held in northernTraq, Turkey’s interior- 
said -Sunday. The senti-official Anatolia news agent 
Interior Minister Ismet Sezgin as saying Turkey .Would. 
Kurds to sub mit th e - names of 2,000 guerrillas oifthe, 
Labour Party (PKK) detained in a camp in n oi t beasiiem lr 



will ask for the «rtradition of those being sought for^ ( -»nt illfif 
offences in Ttirioey,” Mr. Sezgin said. The Turkish arm* [fit L » 


supported by Iraqi Kurds, crossed into qorthwii Iraff* # * • 

October to flush out PKK guerrillas who cany qtfm 


raids from camps in. the mountains'. Mr. Sezgin 
security forces destroyed -all PKK camps along the bo 
kSJed at least 2,000 PKK- guerrillas .in the fighu'dg. ’n -- 
eight-year campaign for an independent Kurdish state 
Turkey has killed at least 5,200 people, more than 2,000 - 
alone. 
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Foreigners in irah must undergo AIDS' 




NICOSIA (AP) ■— AS foreigners who Stay in Iran more# ' 
months wiu be required to undergo an AIDS test; 
Republic News Agency reported Sunday. It said the aanen. 
was made by Abdul Hamid Etnam, secretary of t 
Committee for the Campaign Against AIDS. The agenc “ 
give the number of cases of the fatal disease reported so fa 


Libya, Albania sign trade protocol 


CAIRO (AP) — Libya and Albania signed an agreement - 
aimed at boosting cooperation between the two countries - 
television reported. The state television said tire protocol) 
for cooperation in the economic, technical, scientific, - 
youth and information fields. The protocol was signed by - - 
ministers from both rides. Albanian Industry Minister Abd-- 
Xbaja had talks in Tripoli with Foreign Minister Omar ftb 
Montassir on bilateral issues, the television said in a-b \ 
monitored in London. 


Claes supports repatriation of evlcte 


CAIRO (AP) — Belgian Foreign Minister Willy Qaes coit * . 
three-day visit to Egypt Sunday with a statement con . 
Israel’s expulsion of 415 Palestinian and strongy badd~ . . 
return to the West Bank and Gaza. Mr. <3aes tokf 


conference shortly before departure that his talks With I ^ Viiftj 
Hosni Mnbarak and other Egytpian officials dealt lililU 1 Ug 
situation in the Middle" East in light of Israel's expulso 
Palestinians. He said he found Egyptian and Belgia-jfL giffc -;i 
identical, particularly concerning the desire fortoe contf j-. 1 * 
the Middle East peace talks. Belgium supports repatris 
evictees and “strongly" condemns the Israeli move winch , ~ 7 ... 

human rights, he said Mr. Claes said Belgium abb rood _ .. r ,^33 
forms of violence and terrorism. • 


Iranian trade delegatioh visits Cairo 


CAIRO (R) — An Iranian trade delegation held talks > •' 
Monday with Egyptian businessmen on ways to boost tr ' 
commerce, business sources said. The 11-man Iranian tear 
Hassari Ghafouri, deputy minister of economy and finance, 
in Cairo on Sunday at the invitation of Egyptian bust " 
Ibrahim Kamel. Mr. Kamel’s office said the two parti 
discussing ways of strengthening economic relations. It 
elaborate. It was the fust such visit by an Iranian trade de 
to Cairo since toe 1979 Islamic revolution when the two sta> . 
relations. Relations between Cairo and Tehran dete- 
recently after President Hosni Mubarak accused ban of - 
Muslim extremist groups seeking to overthrow the I 
government and replace it with an Islamic caliphate. - 


Iran minister visits Turkey, ties Impro* 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Ali MoFti 
Besharati left for Turkey Monday to “open a new d- . 
Teh ran- Ankara relations, Iran's IRNA news agency said, 
this month Turkey released a ship and its cargo of Bulgari T. 
which was detained since October 1991 when it was sailing . 
the Bosphorus Strait. “Political analysts believe that folio* 
release of the.. .Cypriot-registered ship ‘Cape Maleas,’ t J 
obstacle on toe way to exapnsion of Iran -Turkey relations 1 
removed and the visit mil open a new door in bilateral i . 
tion," IRNA said. Relations are also troubled by the J’ 
between Iran's Muslim fundamentalist policies and V'.. 
^secularism and the two neighbours' rivalry for influence ; 
Muslim former Soviet republics. Iran Is critical of 
suppression of its separatist Kurds and the Turkish army’s 
forays into northern Iraq in pursuit of Kurdish rebels. ' 
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Iranian dissident abducted in Turkey! 


ISTANBUL (R) — Five unidentified assailants Jridnaj'* 
Iranian dissident in suburban Istanbul Monday, the sem -rs 
Anatolia news agency reported. It quoted police sources s>y 
Abbas Kolizade, a former officer m the Iranian army and o 
of the Islamic regime in Tehran, was abducted outside his 
toe suburb ’of Erenkoy as he and his wife were returning bo - 7 
assailants sprayed chemicals that made them unconctoui - - 
Kolizade and sped away in a minibus. Polioe said Kolizar <, 
supporter of the late Shah. Many Iranians exiled after 
Islamic revolution live hi Istanbul. "W 
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Td: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 



19HJQ . 


19:15 . 
l*Ji30 . 


SftCS . 


^i:36 . 


2100 . 


22au0 . 

.... Feature Film: “The Misti is" 


TRAVERTINES 

'65:07 . 

06 JO . 


IhJ7 . 
14:21 . 
16:44 . 


1847 . 



Church of the Anandafloa Tel. 
623541. 

AngHcMi Chart* Td. 630851. TcL 
628343. 

AnMBba CtfMc Chord! Td. 

771331. 

Anoariw Orthodox Cbmxb Td. 
775261. 

SC. Ephnho Cbmch Td. 771751. 
Amman Igfemdanl Chorch Td. 
685326. 

EvangeBeal Lutheran Cfcardi Tel: 
811295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter* 
Day Saints Td. 823824. 654932. 
Chore* of the Naamw Td. 675691. 
Qnarcii sf the R ft fcc nur ... Td. 
638526. 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 3. Aqaba 17. Humidity readings: 
Amman 64 per cent. Aqaba 35 per 
<cnt. 


Dr. tea AJ Omari 901266 

KhaEfch pharmacy 985417 


WEATHER 


Bulhtin supplied tydicDcpailmatl of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary d Nazsreth Chorch Sweffkfc. 
I'd. 810740 

Assemblies of God Chorch, Td. 

6327SS. 

St. Joseph Chorda Td. 624590. 
Chorch of the Anmmrfatimi Td. 

637440. 

De t SaOe Cbnrcfa Td. 661757 
Tarrnvafa Church Tel: 622366 


It will be very cold and some dowfe 
wifi appear at various altitudes. Winds 
wfll be easterly moderate to fresh. In 
Aqaba. It will be partly dondy and 
winds will be northerly fresh and tight 
waves sea. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 0 77 

Aqaba 6/19 

Deserts -2/9 

Jordan VaBcy -4/14 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr.WadKbartabfl 615648 

Dr. WafidKalwam 610441 

Dr. Rath Zsytoua 888685 

Dr. Arafat A! Ashhab 6S3989 

R res pharmacy 66191 2 

Fadompbumasy 778336 

A1 Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

ShnKtsani pharmacy 637660 

Naiiuuih pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

RBlfe 

Dr. Amin Abo Eidah 244468 

Alqixls pharmacy (— ) 

ZAXQA: 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Contra! Centre 637111 

Gril Defence Department 661111 

Ova Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade. 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PoUee 896390 

Puttie Security Depar tm e n t ............ 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Crib 0(0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs .....661101 
Jordan Tdcvisk» .......... 7731! 1 


Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 6 3638 1 

RJ Flight [ntbrniatraa 08- 53200 

Queen Alia lntl. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Ak3cb Maternity. J.Aow.,., 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mamas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmdsaiii 664171/4 

Shmcsam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaH 666127/37 

AI-AfaB, AbdaH — 664164* 

[tafian. Af-Mdmjttca 777101/3 

AI-Bashh. J. Asfarefich 7751 1 1/26' 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Onccn Alia Hospital 6(024050 

Amal Hospital 6/4155 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 
Ibn Shut Hospital (09)986732 


AJ H&ma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

BBBk 

(tineas Ban Hmpfaai (02)275555 

Greek Cabofic Hernial (02)272275 

Rw AJ Nafca Hospital (D2J247I00 

AQABA: 

P rincess Haya Hosp i ta l (03)314111 


Tomaso. Montreal (RJ) 
— Rouse HU) 
Frankfort (1U> 


Zfcfi 


..... Rome(Rl) 
. Vienna (1U) 


•«*» Bdrat.Pl <■ - • 

12:15 Uroaca. Vfc *- r ts 

17:45 Du * Ksi- 

•hM Bodrar 


. -Daemon (RJ) 


Otfwr Rights (Terminal 2) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


IMS 

19J6 

Zfc59 


- Rons; (AZ) 

BciratfME) 

Bucharest (RO) 


MARKET HOC , 

V^L. 

Uppetfkmor price m fib *eyj. . !: 

A"* 8 -- : — 

■ ■It* 1 ' ’C* 


TVs mformtion is supplied by Royri 
Jordanian (RJ) inform ati on depart- 
ment st ibe Onccn Ate latcmaOooal 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where h 
should always be verified. - 


ARRIVALS 

Royal -Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


t&3» 



IMS 

«*t5 

0MS 

Ml 


— Jakarta. KaahLnmpvflU) 

Dhataan/R;} 

Aba Dhabi (W) 

Maicat, Dubai (RJ) 

— Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

— Aqaba (RJ) 

0K» A msterdam, New York (RJ j 

lfcS# — Vicuna (RJ) 

- RomcRJ) 

11*2 - Paris, Brussels I 

lid* — Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

11:50 — London( 

12:15 Frankfort | 

12*5 Cairo! 

2*» Jeddah) 

2*^ Aden} 

21:15 Lanaea(RJ) 

21*3® Abu Dhabi. Dubai i 

224® Kuala Lumpur. Stogapuro (RJ) 
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Curat ■« Vr,„ , w 
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Grapefruit 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 
Marrow (small) 


(small) — 


Cucumbers (small) '^aliiAi 
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Onion (green) 
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[ome News 

few telephone rules 
Seein in 1993 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29. 1992 3 


^ (Pe"*) — Regulations 

|tr . ^ 0 V-d in I** new telephone 
. -cn ( , due to go into 

at W beginning of 1993 
/■ l 'r sjHge the duration of a local 
■ -s W.' minutes down from 


^^hegm in 1993 

0 r *Qf ^AN’( Pc r a) —J ans said 3 hal the TCC is committed to 
-“rjr r -, . Q ^ 3 d-in t^ , new . telephone sending bills each month to the 
« Sjsi^l due »nto subscriber's postal address and 

***} -. 0 : 2 '* at tfe W t 1993 i ? e subscnt>er ought to settle the 

ut : j^oethe of a loeal dues fifteen davs after receiving 
t:> _ -"J^v'-s^^ Tabr down from the notice, otherwise the TCC 

er-~..' paj ? n ® r,° wou,d rcsort to disrupting the 
. 1 -^ecj a .-; '^,V*6ni 10 fils, for each call. service. 

U^- 3 'C^hons in the new Mr. Nawawi said that a Royal 

~ Decree was issu * d recently 
"■ :ht ■!' ^.jtjabs Corporation (TCC) approving the new system which 
Etrarf-* ' eI Volfr 0 ^ Havnwi wll re- replaces the existing one that had 
urs Clte r ftL . L ^)00 annual calls offered been in force for the past 10 
. suhsertber against years. Under the new regula- 

■V Wtbe annual subsenp- tions, the TCC has the right to 

it;- has ■ not 1 . increased - disrupt partial telephone service 

rates remain the same. if the subscribers fail to pay their 
>' ^■1®5* W1 sa,d n * w dues or the annual fees on time. 

,c ' ■ 7 ,y 5 g*' ant TCC the Mr. Nawawi said that total 
r,t ^ ?*?£&& telephone charges at cancellation of a subscriber’s ser- 

o:. - . and other public vice will be taken if they give 

Se...-.- 1* as shopping stores, their telephones to another per- 


byTelecom- 

' ‘ Corporation (TCC) 

^ : »nSiinad Nawawi will re- 
' " ** 3d itg » 'vISw annual calls offered 


;v\ . Wfv'^te‘ T "the bills and other 
subscribers, he 




dues or the annual fees on time. 

Mr. Nawawi said that total 
cancellation of a subscriber’s ser- 
vice will be taken if they give 
their telephones to another per- 
son, or iF payment is not met 
within 30 days. 


to hold meeting on 
5SSS s and publication law 


u ' ,: 'jwfP£fra) — The Jordan 
fo yy-j arion (JPA) decided 
1 m . • «>* IFtoraU its general assem- 

mu &t URdetef/l meeting to be held 
*£tfair. 4; 1993 to discuss 
" t -V. -•.jSrovefsial draft press and 

v ^fons law which was 

- ;^';^bythe Lower House of 
j: ’' - H-i-' '^l^Sanday. The decision 
i-£?frnhy JPA's council in a 
- ■ j t-'r^ nftjheid Monday and 
" i w the Association Presi- 
3 P < i^Sde Drof fA mei^aD A1 Qudah. 

r H -jjo*er House Sunday has 
die law to the Upper 
■ v • ~ r.vfcr - approval despite a 
: - - -.'.^hteioeption that the leg- 
. - .‘"'' yp strifle the freedom of 
. . “ '^~bi the country. 

- . . ‘..‘ 7 improving the majority 
. • . : ’^^B,the House sent the 

7 r ^pijts law committee for 
~tSk once several of its 
Wisod articles came under 
'ktdmm journalists 


.. report sent later to the 
. •' ^ia)aw committee said it 
' _ ■ "-’jgjfcr die House to recon - 
■' j voted on, 

-- ^Spisters of justice and 


parliamentary affairs and other 
deputies asserted the debate 
would be unconstitutional. 

The House voted on the law in 
its entirety after accepting the 
unconstitutionally of putting 
already-approved articles to new 
vote. 

Ejeven deputies supported a 
motion to reject the draft law 
while 33 out of 61 voted in favour 
of endorsing the law. 

Tn another development, the 
JPA received a message from the 
General Union of Arab Jouran- 
lists thanking it for its role in 
following up the issue of Arab 
journalists detained in Kuwait. 
The Arab Union said JPA’s sup- 
port in this regard boosted its 
efforts aiming to set these jour- 
nalists free. 

“As soon as the union received 
news that the Kuwaiti authorities 
were chasing Arab journalists, it 
swiftly moved to save our col- 
leagues whose families have asked 
for help from the JPA and other 
press and human rights organisa-. 
tions in the Arab region and the 
world.” the message said. 


ips in rump Yugoslavia 
rered with gifts 


: -ggPetra) — Jordanian gathered large amounts of gifts 

- the U.N n£y , 3 Qd shipped them- to the troops, 

‘ £pwjg forces in ..former. according to a statement in Am- 
Kia are being showered man. 

eaatior. V to J?L e '!L by r l ? cai Jordanian forces are carrying" 

^L^mpamw as a token Qut var j ous duties ranging from 
- ‘ '-fs? their humanitarian d^an^ing [and mines to setting 

' ’ - ‘ ■ ■ country, up check-points and control posts 

■ . P an . 1 ? , ^ I “ l to provide help to the local rivi- 

■ - su R? ,es le . ft £ m ‘ Han population. 

; . : n.on its way to Zag- 

‘ Jordanian troops During his recent trip to the 

7 ; .7.^jDoringarecent visit to region. Prince Hassan donated 
' Royal Highness JD 10,000 and Jordan has been 
■ " •/ jJSnce Hassan, the Re- sending plane loads of food and 
' ' : Jpi£3 another shipment of other relief supplies to the local 
1 ^' Jordanian troops for people. The Jordanian troops 

zij9f r X ear celebrations. have been serving with the U.N. 

; - J /Jordanian companies, forces in the former Yugoslavia 
* ■ 'JgJbe Prince's footsteps, for the past six months. 

*s Turkey ^gatioii conference concludes 


- t - wCl-T.) — A round- 
TOjference on education 
-jjwior teachers especially 
. in remote regions 

' -Immaterial as well as 
.. : :."^Mitives as encourage- 
‘ “■ . — 

- • ; ‘f^one of a set of recom- 
■ rcii^issued Monday fol- 
‘ " --.fceiid of the conference 
. . - week attended by 

. fM organisations and 
' the Kingdom. 

' L " - participants in the week 
„ . -passions urged the con- 

*** " awhoritits to re-examine 
?eiff system of promoting 
/.t 10 ' higher classes and 
£? be re to repeat theirs if 
c - “meet the necessary 

- ^'.^trference which also 
^.-minimary education cre- 
' .^’^J-group of education 
assume the task of 
. . £-»d drawing up polides 

^ : programmes for 

-7U essentia] educatku from 
(ffl the year 2000. 


The conference called on the 
concerned authorities to enhance 
the role of institutions which care 
for children and to offer them 
technical and administrative su- 
pervision. 

The conference said that edu- 
cational programn.es for children 
should be given suffident public- 
ity by the local media and urged- 
information and media drcles to 
join in efforts towards drawing up 
an informational strategy cover- 
ing various activities related to 
education such as the eradication 
of illiteracy and encouraging 
vocational training. 

The participants said that there 
should be a comprehensive 
assessment of experiments by the 
Ministry of Education , the Queen 
Alia Social Welfare Fund in the 
field of special education. 

They also called for the estab- 
lishment of a national educational 
data bank to be linked with those 
of neighbouring and international 
networks. 



ows revenge for downing of jet 


(Continued from page h 


»P US. F-16 jets in order 
-*>- the American pilots 
r.y owe heard this on their 


^^diese Iraqi pilots have 
by the- Russians,” 
m ail interview 


■gfening in) is a standard 
¥§: — whenever you are " 
gy a potential enemy, 
to make the smallest 
® section," added Mr. 

I think they (the 
|6) may have misread 

said the . Iraqis, 
^Pentagon said" were 
gotoflnetres inside air 
gHSted. by the United 
have been ."trying 
Americans.” 


“But I think they may have 
been playing a game which went 
wrong," said Mr. Beaver. They 
may have been trying to fly to the 
border and then turn back. 

On Iraqi retaliation. Mr. Beav- 
er said, "I don’t believe the Iraqis 
are strong enough to mount any- 
thing more than a few probes. 

The Iraqi Defence Ministry 
newspaper A! Qariissiyah said 
“Iraq no longer fears any one 
and vowed to compel “the 
aggressors to -pay a heavy pnee 
for their “crime.” 

Mr. Bush, who leaves office 
Jan. 20, said on Sunday: 

•Tve heard that it might be 
some test of our will here near jhe 
-n w of my presidency. I 
those F-I6s sent a message to him 

Pr BagMad ri h£ ! '* ,s P a P ers Mon<lay 


Tubeishat outlines 
decentralisation plan 


AQABA (Petra) — The govem- 
meni plans to give a greater role 
lo municipalities around the 
Kingdom and to give their coun- 
cils more administrative powers. 
Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat said 
Monday. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, Dr. 
Tubeishat said the ministry cares 
for the independence of munici- 
palities. and does not wish to 
interfere in rheir affairs. It will 

continue to monitor their per- 
formance and make sure that 
j they are abiding by rules and 
regulations, he said. 

To achieve that end, he said, 
the ministry is working on en- 
hancing the role of its depart- 
ments in the governorates 
through supplying them with the 
needed technical and administra- 
tive staff to enable them carry out 
their role in the best possible 
manner. 

The minister said the city of 
Karak and southern Mazar area 
were chosen by the ministry’s 
regional planning department as 
models of an organisational de- 
velopment plan. The department, 
he said, had prepared the organi- 
sational plan for the two areas, 
including a full description of 
lands. 

He added that this plan will be 
shown to specialists at Jordanian 
universities and the Jordan En- 
gineers Association at a special 
seminar to be held soon. The 
department will continue drawing 
up such plans to have a compre- 
hensive organisational plan for all 
parts of the Kingdom, he said. 

The minister said the ministry 
had proposed an amendent to the 
Municipalities Law. The amend- 
ment was debated by all heads of 


-.fei 
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‘Jordan stronger since Gulf 
crisis,’ says ESCWA chief 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
come out of the Gulf crisis politi- 
cally and economically strougci 
than before, despite the difficul- 
ties the Kingdom faced with the 
economic sanctions against Iraq, 
according to Dr. Tayseer Abdul 
Jaber, executive director of the 
U.N. Economic and Social Com- 
mission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA). 

, The numerous challenges fac- 
ing the country -prompted Jorda- 
nians to Strive harder to’cope with 
.the requirements of the isolated 
situation the Kingdom had to face 
in the wake of the crisis. Dr. 
Abdul Jaber said in a lecture 
delivered Monday at the World 
Affairs Council in Amman. 

Noting that Jordan has opted 
for democracy. Dr. Abdul Jaber 
said that since the 1989 par- 
liamentary elections, the King- 
dom has enacted a law on politic- 
al parties, offered citizens free- 
dom of speech and was careful to 
uphold human rights principles. 

He offered thanks to the wise 
leadership of the Hashemite 
family, which he said enjoys re- 
spect nationwide, and he praised 
the Kingdom for its pursuit of 
reformed socio-economic de- 
velopment programmes. Refer- 
ring to the economic situation in 
the country. Dr. Abdul Jaber said 
that the agreement with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
helped the Kingdom to achieve 
economic growth in real terms. 


nearly 11 per cent in 1992. 

Despite the consequences of 
ihe Gulf crisis, he said that the 
country was this year able to 
reduce the margin’ in the fiscal 
budget deficit, increase local re- 
venues, stabilise the Jordanian 
dinar, increase foreign currency 
reserves and involve the private 
sector in major investment pro- 
jects. 

Turning his attention to social 
issiies. Dr. Abdul Jaber said, that 
disparities in income and living 
standards are being overcome 
through the work of social de- 
velopment funds and non- 
governmental organisations 
which are helping to create jobs 
for the unemployed. 

In Dr. Abdul Jaber’s opinion 
Jordan can achieve greater de- 
velopment by: 

— Pursuing democracy and re- 
specting freedom of expression 
and human rights. 

— Safeguarding national unity by 
supporting social programmes 
and helping the poor. 

— Expanding investments 
through the private sector. 

— Continued participation in the 
peace process. 

— Utilising available opportuni- 
ties to stimulate economic and 
political ties with neighbouring 
Arab states. 

— Tackling spots of weakness in 
public administration, education 
and social work. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of paintings by artist Kama] Al Jawhari al Housing 
Bank Complex Art Gallery. 

* Exhibition of arts by Iraqi artist Mohammad Hussein Judi and 
Sbawkal Al Alousi, at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

-£r Exhibition of paintings by Rina Tarazi at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

■fr Caricature exhibition by cartonist Nsyi Al Ali at the Abdul 
Hameed Shocnan Art Gallery. 


carried a lengthy speech by Presi- 
dent Saddam on the merits of old 
Iraqi architectural designs over 
the prevalent reinforced concrete 
buildings. 

He made no direct mention of 
the plane but said: “As long as 
the citizens have accepted the 
defiance, are ready to confront ir 
and achieve victory over it, all 
otber issues will become easy. 
God willing.” 

Mr. Clinton said in Little 
Rock, Arkansas he supported 
"efforts to bring Iraq into com- 
pliance” with U.N. resolutions. 
He said Sunday's incident was 
“part of a series of tests of inter- 
national resolve.” 

Both Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Bush said there would be no 
wavering in U-S. resolve to see 
that Iraq complied with the rules 
imposed by the U.N.-led coali- 
tion that defeated Iraq in the 1991 
Gulf war. 

Nizar Hamdoon, Iraq's ambas- 
sador to the United Nations, told 
British radio the flight into the 
restricted zone was not a deliber- 


ate test of Washington's will. 

"That is not right ... it was 
happened before. Iraq has always 
been conducting some missions 
and to my knowledge it has hap- 
pened in the past where there has 
been some crossing of the line. 
Iraq is holding responsible the 
allied forces for that act of aggres- 
sion.” he said. 

“Iraq is not interested in esca- 
lating the situation or creating 
any crisis. What Iraq is interested 
in is to stop this whole policy of 
further weakening Iraq, which is 
not going to contribute to the 
cause of peace and stability in the 
region." 

“The message is that they 
should stop weakening Iraq and 
suit to deal with the government 
of Iraq which is the only way this 
whole issue should be addressed, 
otherwise there will be more 
turbulence." 

Mr. Hamdoon said the “no- 
fly” zone was not recognised by 
Baghdad and was a decision 
taken only by the United States, 
France and Britain. 


Qatar to send new 
ambassador to Jordan 


mt: 
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Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat 

municipal councils in Jordan at a 
general conference and is now 
awaiting approval by the Lower 
House of Parliament. 

The most important aspects of 
the law. he said, were dividing 
municipalities into four categor- 
ies. The first includes the centres 
of governorates. the second the 
centres of districts and municipa- 
lities with a population of more 
that 30. 000. the third are munici- 
palities with more than 5.000 
people, while the founh category' 
includes the rest of municipali- 
ties. 

The amendment also provides 
for including small people gather- 
ing in one municipality which will 
be able to offer them real ser- 
vices. he said. Dr. Tubeishat 
Stressed the ministry's keenness 
to protect the environment, 
saying the ministry had prepared 
a plan in cooperation with the 
Industrial Development Bank 
(IDB) to develop garbage dispos- 
al sites in the southern govemo- 
rates of Jordan. The planned 
project will cost JD 1 million, he 
said. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government has 
approved Qatar's nomination of a 
new ambassador to Jordan in 
what is seen as a sign of impro- 
ving relations between Amman 
and Doha after a strain caused by 
the Gulf crisis, official sources 
said Monday. 

The ambassador-designate, 
whose name was not immediately 
releasud pending the completion 
of protocol procedures, succeeds 
Mubarak Al Quwari. who left 
Amman at the expiry of his te- 
nure shortly before the Gulf crisis 
erupted with the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in August 19?0. 

Consul Saud A I Sweidi was 
upgraded as charge d’affaires and 
ran the affairs of the embassy 
since the departure of Mr. 
Quwari. The Jordanian ambassa- 
dor to Qatar. Nayef Al Qadi. 
remained in his post. 

The nomination of a new 
Oatari ambassador to Jordan "is 
definitely a sign of an improving 
in bilateral relations," said an 
official. "We hope that relations 


will return to normal soon." The 
embassy of Qatar in Amman 
declined comment on the 
nomination of the ambassador 
saying it was a matter between 
the foreign ministries of the two 
countries. 

Jordan's relations with the Gulf 
states, except perhaps Oman, 
were strained by what was per- 
ceived as the Kingdom's support 
for the Iraqi invasion and occupa- 
tion of Kuwait, and Amman's 
rejection of a military solution to 
the conflict. 

Jordan also stayed away from 
joining the Western-led coalition 
which ended Iraq’s occupation of 
Kuwait in February 1991. 

In the first iop-level contact 
between Jordan and Qatar. His 
Majesty King Hussein sent a mes- 
sage to the Qatari Emir. Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Hamad Al Thani. in 
November. 

The Qatari move to reassign an 
ambassador to Jordan comes af- 
ter Saudi Arabia, one of the 
vehement critics of Amman dur- 
ing and after the Gulf crisis, and 
which recalled its ambassador 
from Amman shortlv after the 


Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, sent a 
senior diplomat to its embassy 
here. 

Mohammad Abdul Rahmanal 
Bass am, who holds the rank of 
minister plenipotentiary — one 
rank below an ambassador — has 
already assumed office as the new 
charge d'affaires at the Saudi 
Embassy in Amman. He replaced 
First Secretary Abdul Rahman Al 
Nasser as the senior-most Saudi 
diplomat in Jordan. While the 
diplomatic appointments in them- 
selves could not be seen as a 
dramatic upturn in relations, offi- 
cial circles here welcome them as 
positive steps. But they caution 
that there is not enough indica- 
tion of any growing awareness in 
the Gulf capitals of the need to 
improve ties with Jordan. 

"Let us say that there is no- 
thing negative now.” said a senior 
source. “That would be the best 
way to sum up the status of 
relations." 

In a Dec. 1 speech opening the 
winter session of Parliament, the 
King said Jordan was committed 
to Arab solidarity and improved 
Arab relations, but indicated that 


the Kingdom felt it had done all it 
could to mend the strain in Arab 
ties caused by the Gulf crisis. 

Jordan's relations with Oman, 
one of the members of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
which also includes Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait. Bahrain. Qatai and the 
United Arab Emirates, remain 
strong. At one point. Omani rul- 
er Sultan Qaboos Ben Sa'id. ex- 
erted concerted efforts to recon- 
cile other fellow members of the 
GCC with Jordan. 

Kuwait withdrew its ambassa- 
dor to Jordan. Sulaiman Al Fas- 
sam, more than one year ago — 
shortly after the Western-led 
coalition ended Iraq's occupation 
of the emirate — and has not 
replaced him or named a succes- 
sor. 

Other GCC ambassadors to 
Jordan — of Bahrain, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman — 
remain in their place in Amman. 

Qatar, then embroiled 'in a 
border dispute with Saudi Ara- 
bia, broke ranks with the GCC to 
send back its ambassador to Iraqi 
in November. 


Delegates arrive for APU talks on expulsion 


AMMAN (Petra) — The head of 
the Lebanese delegation to the 
Arab Parliamentary Union 
(APU) extraordinary meeting 
which opens in Amman Tuesday 
reiterated his country's demand 
for the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 799 
regrading the repatriation of the 
415 Palestinian deportees. 

The Arab countries ought to 
exercise all forms of pressure to 
force the U.N. Security Council 
to implement its own resolution 

Environment 

agreements 

signed 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Monday concluded four agree- 
ments with local institutions de- 
signed to pave the way for studies 
on reducing pollution caused by 
pesticides on soil, water and hu- 
mans. ‘ 

Two of the agreements were 
signed with the Royal Srientic 
Society (RSS) which will under- 
take a study on the effects of 
pollutants on surface and under- 
ground water resources, agri- 
cultural soil and residues in dams 
resulting from the use of insecti- 
cides. The agreement provide for 
a study to determine whether 
water in the King Talal Dam is 
contaminated by pesticides and if 
any pollutants are found in the 
water that is being used for irriga- 
tion. 

Under the two agreements, the 
RSS undertakes to collect sam- 
ples of water from dams, streams, 
canals, and sanitary systems and 
water as wells as soil for regular 
examination. The agreements 
with the RSS which were signed 
by Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the environ- 
ment Dr. Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat and RSS President 
Hani Al Mulki. They also provide 
for the analysis of dairy products 
and meat of locally raised or 
imported livestock to determine 
the amounts of residues of pesti- 
cides found in them. 

The third agreement signed by 
the minister and University of 
Jordan President Fawzi Ghar- 
aibeh entails a study on mothers 
milk to determine the degree of 
its contamination by pesticides. 
The Ltoiversity of Jordan will 
gather samples of mothers milk 
and fat from humans living in 
main cities for analysis and test- 
ing. It will cooperate in this mat- 
ter with Health Ministry hospitals 
and the Royal Medical Services. 

According to the fourth agree- 
ment, the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, will undertake a study on 
the extent of pollution affecting 
imported agricultural products, 
vegetable oil. animal feed, locally 
produced and imported cereals. 
Samples uf these products and 
vegetables and fruits will be col- 
lected and tested by the ministry, 
according to the agreement which 
was signed by Agriculture Minis- 
try Secretary-General Ghaleb 
Abu Orrabi. 


(Continued from page 1) 

front-page editorial in Al 
Akhbar. 

“How can the world's consci- 
ence allow Israel to expel these 
Palestinians and dump them in 
the open, teetering between life 
and death, in snowy and icy 
weather without water, food and 
shelter to shield them from death 
and cold.” A l Akhbar said. 

Al Ahram, which often reflects 
Egyptian policy, said the expul- 
sions pitted the whole world 
against Israel. 


in accordance with chapter seven 
of the U.N. Charter, as it did 
during the Gulf crisis, said Dr. 
Amin Al Hafez, chairman of the 
Lebanese parliament's foreign 
affairs committee. 

Accompanied by two parlia- 
ment members, Ayoub Hamid 
and Fayez Ghuson, Dr. Hafez 
arrived in Amman Monday to 
attend the meeting which will be 
held under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent. It is hoped 
that the APU meeting will find a 
solution to the deportee crisis. 

Dr. Hafez said that Israel was 
violating international law, and 
by dumping the Palestinians on 
Lebanon's soil, the Jewish state 
was trying to shake Lebanon's 
sovereignty by attempting to 
force settlement of the Palesti- 
nians in Lebanon. 

The APU meeting rekindles 
hopes that Arab countries would 
regain their solidarity in the face 
of the common threats and dan- 


gers facing the Arab nation, he 
said. 

Noting that this meeting fol- 
lows a long period of divisions 
among Arab states. Dr. Hafez 
.expressed hope that it would heal 
differences created by the Gulf 
crisis. 

Delegates to the extraordinary 
APU meeting are expected to 
represent all Arab states. 

Head of the Egyptian delega- 
tion Kamal Shathili also urged 
the U.N. Security Council to 
execute resolution 799 and ensure 
the safe return of the Palestinians 
to their homeland. Mr. Shathili, 
who is secretary general of the 
Egyptian National Democratic 
Party said that the U.N. should 
force Israel to comply with its 
resolutions. 

“The Arab countries have at 
their disposal a range of ways to 
exercise pressure for the imple- 
mentation of resolution 799, and 
they ought to seek the help of 
world parliaments to pressure the 


United Nations into im- 
plementing its resolutions." Mr. 
Shathili said. 

Also arrived is the Sundanese 
delegation led by Speaker of the 
Sudanese Parliament Mohammad 
Khalifa who voiced gratitude to 
Jordan for hosting the meeting. 
The Israeli authorities are pur- 
suing unjust atrocities against the 
people of Palestine and resorting 
to repressive measures in a bid to 
end the intifada, Mr. Khalifa said 
in a statement. 

Abdul Qadar Qaddoura, 
Speaker of the Syrian People’s 
Council said in a statement upon 
arrival at the Ramtha border 
post, that the Arab nation was 
facing enormous challenges 
which must be met by pan-Arab 
solidarity. 

He said that the coming meet- 
ing would discuss ways of con- 
fronting the Israeli measures 
against the deportees and Israel's 
continued atrocities in the occu- 
pied Arab territories. 


Arab Labour Organisation to 
review membership fees 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
Labour Organisation (ALO) has 
decided to hold its 21st general 
conference in Amman in April 
1993, according to an announce- 
ment made by Khalil Abu Khur- 
ma, president of the General 
Union of Workers in Jordan who 
took part in the ALO board 
meeting held recently in Cairo. 

Mr. Abu Khurma who is one of 
the ALO board members said 


that one of the issues raised is 
country contributions and the 
meeting decided to set up a three- 
member committee to work out a 
system enabling the Arab states 
to pay their contributions to the 
organisation. Several Arab coun- 
tries owe debts to the ALO of at 
least $32 million but the loans can 
be rescheduled to enable the 
countries to pay their dues, Mr. 
Abu Khurma said. 


He said that Jordan. Sudan and 
Syria form the three -member 
committee which will deride on 
these matters. He said that the 
ALO board emphasised the need 
for Arab countries to approach 
the International Labour Orga- 
nisation (ILO) .to increase the 
amount of aid given to Arab 
states and to offer more expertise 
to help the Arab World execute 
labour-related projects. 


MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 
JORDAN 

Department of Execution 
Aqaba 

Ref: 283/92 
Case No. 283/92 

Announcement of sale of vessel named "Ebn Majed 1" in an open auction in the 
context of in the proceeding case above numbered between the winners of the 
proceeding, the vessel's captain Mr. Denzil Aranha and his colleagues the 
seamen of the said vessel whose attorney is Mr. Radwan Al Mbaidien and the 
verdicted Ajman trans seas trading Co. and the Brilliant Star Shipping Co. (Al 
Najm Al Mudiea shipping Co. against (the price) the ruled amount as per the 
ruling notice No. 293/92 - reconciliation court of Aqaba which mounts to JD 38727 
& 98 Fils in addition to fees, expenses and attorney remuneration. 

It is hereby announced that the said vessel is decided for sale in an open auction 
to take place on Sunday January 17, 1993. Time: 9:00 a.m. in Aqaba's execution 
Dept:- 

1. Vessel's name: Ebn Majed. 

2. Port of registration: Sharija. 

3. Vessel's owner: Ajman trans seas trading Co./Sharija. 

4. Vessel's agent: International Freight Services & Trading Co. 

5. Vessel prepared by: The Brilliant Star Shipping Co. 

6. Captain: Denzil Aranha. 

7. Vessel's type: Various goods shipping. 

8. Total length: 79.43m. 

9. Width: 11:10m. 

10. Height: 7.90m. 

11. Maximum sinker: 5.72m. 12. Gross load: 1300.37 ton 13. Net load: 576.9 ton. 
14. Stable load: 2.34 metric ton. 15. Empty weight: 1160 metric ton. 16. Year of 
manufacture: 1962. 

17- Origin: France/ 18. Engine: Deutz 1961 (Germany) 19. Number of cabins: 3. 
20. Goods lifters: 6 each of 3 ton capacity. 

Those who have interest to buy should be present to Aqaba execution dept at the 
date & time above mentioned, and should present thereof the legal guarantees 
10% of the estimated value of the said vessel which equal US$16000 or 
equivalent in Jordanian Dinar provided the buyer should bear fees of auctioneers, 
publishing cost and revenue stamps. 

Clerk of Dept, of Execution of Aqaba. 
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tolerance 


IT SEEMS to be an appropriate time of the year to 
examine in proper perspective the frenzied religious 
strife in India that was provoked by the destruction of 
the sixteenth century mosque at Ayodhya by Hindu 
fanatics a few weeks ago. The act has sent shock waves 
across not only the Indian subcontinent but also 
elsewhere in the Muslim and non-Muslim worlds. 

In retrospect, the issue that triggered the violence 
between Muslims and Hindus in India and elsewhere 
in the world goes beyond the demolition of a Muslim 
shrine or the attempted construction of a temple on the 
ruins of the mosque. Rather, the issue is the dear 
result of accumulative religious intolerance that is 
witnessed in the former Yugoslavia and the Soviet 
Union as well as other parts of the world. The common 
denominator of ail such religious strife is the dire 
neglect tc promote positive tolerance between the 
various faiths in the world throughout the past 
centuries. 

Even on our own turf, here In the Middle East 
region, there is an equally ominous neglect of the 
argent and pressing need to take note of religious 
differences and promote genuine tolerance to fight 
them. It goes without saying that some of the most 
barbaric and wicked wars witnessed by the world were 
motivated, sparked or inspired by religious rivalries. 
Since all monotheistic religions have a commonality of 
at least mundane interests and objectives. It would 
have been prudent to accentuate the similarities 
between them rather than to highlight their differ- 
ences. This requires a well- considered and deliberate 
effort by all such faiths to cement appreciation and 
understanding instead of stressing the negative. 

It is a great pity that there is hardly a serious 
national, regional or Internationa] effort to promote 
such an understanding. 

On the international level, there has been, to be 
sure, several attempts to articulate a call for religious 
tolerance that found expression in international con- 
ventions. Yet such legal attempts to combat religious 
hatred was never translated into actions and thoughts. 
There is obviously a consensus that nurturing mutual 
religious respect and affirmative tolerance need to be 
Inculcated in the minds, hearts and spirits of children 
at the formative years if there is going to be any hope 
whatsoever to bring about true and lasting religious 
coexistence. 

As long as peoples and governments refrain from 
doing their homework before tragedy strikes, there 
can be no excuse for acting surprised when Hindu and 
Muslim militants react violently the way they did in 
recent episodes. As the conflict between them was 
either brushed aside or allowed to simmer for so long, 
there should be little wonder about what happened in 
recent weeks. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE UNITED Nations has despatched an envoy, James Jonah, 
to the Middle East region to discuss rhe question of the 
Palestinian deportees: but nothing positive could be expected 
from his mission, said A1 Ra’i daily Monday. The paper said that 
even though the U.N. envoy started his mission, we have heard 
no condemnation of Israel’s action and defiance of the U.N. 
Security Council resolutions by the secretary general who is 
supposed to speak for the world organisation and defend its 
resolutions. The United Nations has not ceased levelling accusa- 
tions and threats at Iraq for its alleged defiance of the U.N. 
resolutions, but the Western world is doing nothing against 
Israel's open defiance and acts of oppression and aggression, the 
paper said. It said that we do not expect the envoy to return to 
New York with something new or a positive move that would 
relieve the ordeal of the Palestinian deportees, neither are we 
expecting something constructive from the United Nations which 
can only speak with the voice of the U.S. administration, the 
paper pointed out. It said that the Western leaders enjoy their 
Christmas holidays at a time when the deportees continue to 
suffer in from cold, hunger and disease. The paper said that the 
deportees are the victims of the Israeli aggression, the impotent 
United Nations and the so-called new world order. Confronted by 
Israel’s intransigent position, which is backed by the Western 
powers, the United Nations seems unable to come to the aid of 
the victims of aggression; it can only receive and execute orders 
concerning matters related to Iraq coming from Washington, 
London, Paris and sometimes Moscow. 


TWO WEEKS have elapsed since the expulsion of the Palestinian 
citizens to Lebanon took effect but no collective Arab action has 
been taken to deal with the situation, said A1 Dnstonr daily. 
Nothing has been done by the Arab states to end the ordeal of the 
400 deportees who are exposed to cold, hunger and thirst, and 
nothing is being done to reflect the feelings and sympathies of the 
millions of Arab masses in solidarity with the deported Palesti- 
nians, said the daily. It is regrettable to say that the only 
demonstration held in support of the deportees was that which 
was organised by the Israeli Peace Now movement, in Tel Aviv, 
and that the only organisation which is following up on the 
situation is the Red Cross, said the daily. It seems that the Arabs 
are sufficing themselves with calls to the world community to %fear 
its responsibility and the world public opinion to move qufckly 
and end the human tragedy, added the daily. It said that the 
Arabs act os if they were not part of the world community and had 
no responsibility towards their kinsmen who are suffering day and 
night. It is lime’ for the Arab countries to transcend the stage of 
expressing sympathy and embark on practical steps to end the 
ordeal of the deportees, starting with providing food and clothing 
to them, followed by collecting contributions to their families, 
urged the paper. The paper said that the situation in South 
Lebanon is. in effect, another Arab-Israeli confrontation* 


The View from Fourth Circle 


ByRamiG. 


Double standards and the old water torture 
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The juxtaposition this week of the United States' enthusiasm to 
enforce U.N. Security Council resolutions in southern Iraq and its 
less activist approach to enforcing equally valid Security Council 
resolutions in Palestine once again dramatises the relevant issue 
of international, particularly American, double standards in the 
Middle East. American officials and many others in the West will 
shrug off this comment as more hot air and empty verbiage from 
those corners of the Arab World that are an endless source of 
both. To an extent, they are correct. 

We point out the double standards dilemma without being able 
to do much about it — for the time being. So we sound like a 
broken record, always complaining, accusing, challenging, but 
without much to show for it. I raise the issue again, however, not 
simply to repeat a tired old line, but to try and show how the 
consistency of international double standards will inevitably result 
in a severe reaction from the Arab/Islamic World. That reaction 
will be anti-Israeli, anti-American, perhaps anti-Christian and 
anti-foreign, probably violent, and almost certainly will result in 
political forces far more troublesome to Israel and the West than 
the forces that define the Arab/Islamic World today. 

The double standards issue, of course, was probably the single 
greatest reason for widespread grassroots Arab opposition to the 
U.S. -led military intervention in the Gulf crisis two years ago. 
The fact that little has changed since then in American and overall 
western attitudes raises serious questions about the ability of the 
U.S.-led “coalition” to leam from contemporary experiences, 
and to defuse political pressures in the Middle East by addressing 
their root causes. It is a bad omen for the future. 

When American Air Force planes shot down an Iraqi fighter jet 
over the air exclusion zone in southern Iraq last Sunday, both 
President George Bush and President-elect Bill Clinton said that 
the U.S. troops were acting to -enforce U.N. resolutions. 
Interestingly, they did not defend the military action, as they 
usually have, on the grounds that Saddam Hussein is evil 
personified, that the Iraqi Shiites in the south are beleaguered 
folk, that Iraq poses a mortal threat to the security of western 
civilisation, or other such dramatic rhetoric. They were im- 
plementing U.N. resolutions and. the emphasis should not be 
missed, let no one doubt the resolve of the United States in 


implementing U .N . resolutions! 


•ersonally. I think the Bush-C!inton statements are very good. 
I applaud both men for their resolve and their commitment to 
implementing U.N. resolutions. I wish Iraq had not invaded 
Kuwait and allowed itself to be badly mauled by the combination 
of U.S. -led western technological superiority, political opportun- 
ism, and intellectual goulash. But all of this happened, and Iraq is 
now paying the short-term price for its mistakes and aggressions. 

The most fruitful Arab/Islamic position today, I would suggest, 
would be to push for strict implementation of all U.N. resolutions 
with equal fervour, because there are many more U.N. resolu- 
tions that please us than that displease us. Also, we look foolish 
criticising Israel, the United States and the West in general for 


their double standards if we indicate that we want to play the 

of U.N. 


same game. We cannot ask for the implementation 
resolutions in Palestine and Lebanon and Bosnia-Herzegovina 
while asking for other resolutions in Iraq, Libya or elsewhere to 
be ignored. 

The strong Bush-CIinton position on using U.S. forces to 


implement U.N. resolutions should be seized by the Arab/Islamic 
World as an opening for a more coherent policy to resolve the 
many conflicts of our region. The problem with the Busb-Clinton 
posture is that these fellows look like fools if they justify their 
actions in southern Iraq on the basis of implementing U-N. 
resolutions, while they do nothing comparable to implement 
scores of other resolutions m Palestine. The particularly dramatic 
contrast this week is between the Americans working to impie- ■ 
ment the U.N.'s will in southern Iraq, but doing very little to 
resolve the problem of Israel’s expelling 415 Palestinians from 
their homes and defying a U.N. resolution demanding their 
repatriation. The contrast is between the Americans shooting 
down an Iraqi jet. and the Israelis shooting down American 
credibility. 

There are other dimensions to this dilemma, of course, notably 
the stupidity of the Israelis (for promoting the vety same 
extremist forces they claim to be fighting), and the incompetence 
of |he Arabs in the face of such provocation by Israel and 
humiliation among the masses of Arab people. These are 
constants that we live with all the time and that generate their own 
counter-dynamics in the region. The double standards of the U.S. 
and the West, however, are qualitatively a vety different kind of 
force, and probably more dangerous and explosive in the long 
tun. 

Western double standards are the common denominator that 
binds the several different sources of frustration, suffering and 
humiliation that define much of the Arab World today. Right or 
wrong, the average person in most Arab countries will tell you 
that foreign manipulation or exploitation is largely to blame for 
the Israeli-Palestinian problem, the perpetuation of incompetent, 
autocratic and often corrupt Arab regimes, the fragmentation and 
foreign dependence of the Arab region, the regional dominance 
of Israel, and severe economic disparities within the region, 
characterised by close western links with the oil-rich Gulf states. 

In this pan- Arab intellectual and political context, the con- 
tinuing double standards of the U.S. and the West fa southern 
Iraq and Palestine simply accentuate the feeling that we are 
powerless victims of an Israeli- American-western alliance that is 
at once brutal, merciless and unprincipled. The simultaneous 
images of Arabs/Muslims denied their national and human rights, 
and freezing or dying in southern Lebanon or Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, while existing U.N. Security Council resolutions to 
assist them remain unimplemented, will intensify the rage that 
builds within the hearts of Arabs and Muslims in most parts of the; 
world. 

Rage, however, is an unpredictable factor. It accumulates 
slowly, over decades and centuries, until one day it explodes. The 
modern Arab/Islamic World has proved itself very capable of 
absorbing repeated blows, internalising successive humiliations, 
and accumulating vasr amounts of anger and frustration. Israel, its • 
western supporters and some particularly ignorant and insensitive 
Arab regimes believe that the Arab/Islamic capacity for humilia- 
tion is endless. They believe and they say that this, too, shall pass, 
that the incident of the 415 expelled Palestinians will be forgotten 
in time. 

Arab and western governments and many Israelis may calculate 
that they have only to put up with some fleeting expressions and 
gestures of Arab anger — an Arab League statement, some press 


commentaries, sit-ins at a few Red Cross offices-- at ’ 
time all will return to normal. I disagree. I frank the tiio- 
dynamic is not being appreciated by Israel, the US , r ' . 
ruling Arab pewter structures that .are blind, to the ' 
brewing beneath their deceptively comfortable chafrs;. v . w 
The repeated double standards wfc see again .this >■ ^ 
vety much responsible for giving rise to toe; political ft. ? \- 
toat fuelled toe major political expressions ' of Aia-: ■ ’V 
sentiment in the last half a century. — from Nassei • 
pan-Arabistn in the 1950s and 60s, to the Palestinian rest * " : 
the 1970s, to the Islamist and democratisation tnoyemer 
last decade and a half. What motivated the emergence c • 
and Islamic Jihad in the first place? What gave btnh 
groups that did not exist a few decades .ago? It warmer . 

double standards of the world in addressing the human , - ' 
and national rights of the people of .this region — the r - ■ ' 
steady, cumulative, corrosive and consistently bnmffiat/ v 
sage from Israel and the West that oar rights and'aspirati>_-.. ~ ' 
somehow lesser than theirs. .. ~ ' ' . ' V - 
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This kind of intellectual, moral, emotional, 1 - and \ 
aggression cannot be maintained for years and decades'' 1 . 
eliciting a counterreaction from proud and sensible peop ■ ’ ‘ 
are in this region. That reactfon has bcen scU-eviderit ft- r 
decade. It sparked the Iranian revolution in. 1979, for t ; 
and it win be foefred. father by the continued in&ltsw*' - '' 
from Israel and the West this week. That reaction has t; 
form of Arabs/Muslims demanding a more responave^d '^ ' 
tic, pluralistic and moral political andecoriomteon-: " 
corresponds to their social traditions and their national 
whether this is Arabist,- Islamist, or anytoing else-the-. - 
appropriate. v ’ - ' 

Each episode of blatant doable standards, duplkaty'oh • 
risy is "like a drop of water falling on die forehead ef't?-' 
befog subjected to the old water torture technique. Their/ ’ 
each drop in itself is absorbed, leaving no obvious da mag 
of distress. But the cumulative effect ofdrop after drop af 
is agonising and, ultimately* explosive and deadly. ' -/ 
The pressures accumulating within the Arab World bo =-• * 
toe triple blow of Israel, western double standards, and t- . ■' 
home-grown ruling Arab heavy-handedness and boom-- - - 
are being internalised for the moment. The pressures are K .. - 
. up at home. This is why so many Arab governments anc .. 
spend most of their time Dying to prevent domestic egj 
such as in Algeria, Egypt, and other politically distresses - . 
This is why so many Arab governments are desperately tL 
maintain mass mind control, through their mosques as ' 
their communications media. In a frantic bid to keep the > - 
This strategy will not work in the face of the com v ' 
relentless aggression Jhat caused people to beduneangn „ ■ . 
first place. Every Iraqi plane shot down, every Palestinian ? .- - 
out of his or her country, every Bosnian woman raped, evr-.- = 
Arab League meeting, every smiling American president . • 
the praises of U.N. resolutions is another affront, another - . 
the screw, another drop of water on onr forehead, smasbin. 
with unbearable, almost indescribable force. . . " 


.x-.-SJS 

r£_" * S 

tot 
■ -asm 

* 

■fvr. ip 


© 1992 Rami G. Khouri 


Never again 
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By Lesfie H. Gdb 


THE DAY will soon come when 
two groups of leaders are charged 


in 


with cranes a gains* h umani ty i 
Bosnia: the Sobs who are killin g 


ethnic 
a crime; 


Muslims and driving them from 
their homes, and the western 
leaders who are doing little to stop 
this unspeakable brutality. 

The Serbian policy of “< 
cleansing” is worse than 
it is evu. 

Tim West’s failure to confront 
this evil is worse than a blunder, 
it is an abdication of our 
humanity. 

We are speaking here not justof 
quagmires, but of our souk. For 
if we allow evil to triumph in 
ex-Yugoslavia, we will breed a 
cynicism so pervasive and pro- 
found as to corrode the very basis 

of western liberty and smash every 
hope of fashioning a better world. 

The West’s faint efforts in Bos- 
nia — refusing to arm Muslims 
for self-defense, but not defend- 
ing them ourselves; banning Ser- 
bian flights over Bosnia, but not 
e n for cin g the ban; denying asy- 
lum to refugees, but faOmg to 
establish safe havens for mem 
within Bosnia — amount to un- 
conscionable cynicism. It is as if 
we were given the chance to 
replay history and confront Hitler 
as his troops marched into the 
Rhineland in 1936 — knowing ail 
we now know — and once again 
simply scolded him and shrugged. 

To countenance genocide, and 
that is what the Serbs are doing, 
is to say that evil does not matter, 
rtuit nothing matters, and that 
therefore almost anything is 
acceptable. 

Some of onr ex-leaders see this 
with dagger-like clarity. Rallying 
to Margaret Thatchers trumpet, 
Ronald Reagan has told students 
at Oxford University that “Evil 
still stalks the planet” Of Bosnia, 
be said: “Our multilateral orga- 



say that 




_ more 
stop genocide in Bosni. 
hard’ r and wffl draW 


quagmire. 


argument is both - - - 
and absurdly misleading 
qoebecause combatting 
not simply be dismissei 
hard.” Toe degree of 
fronts what it is possible 
affects toe choke of mej . 

does not alter toe mora 

tree for meaningful, nc * . 
action. Misleading bee 
real alternatives in Bosn • • 
the present half-heart 
effort and a quagmire. : 
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As Mr. Shultz argued 
he’s no bleeding-heart i 
“ — 5 —a defir 
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OWMIB picM iii a win: . , 

able mission, and it <k.£Q[Q 
vohre getting into a swa 
can arm the Muslims, er 
trade embargo and the 1 '.x&nc 
over Bosnia, bomb Serbi 
in Bosnia and military i 
Serbia, threaten to ana 
opponents elsewhere \ ~~ . 
Yugoslavia and pror - 
havens in Bosnia. 
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nisations must declare ethnic- 
deansing and the slaughter of 
civilians by military forces un- 
acceptable. And we must be pre- 
pared to put weapons behind our 
words.” 

George Shultz, his secretary of 
state, reinforced this point last 
week with barely controlled rage: 
“When we say, ‘never forget. 


never again/ what are we talking 
about? What is it that we 
shouldn’t forget? Of course, the 
Jews in Germany, and of course , 
what can happen if anti-Semitism 
gets out cn hand. But more 
broadly, we’re saying, when 
forces of intolerance go wiki, you 
get a result that is basically in- 
tolerable. So if we say ‘never 


it means we say we 
a’t stand for that.” 

Bat our present leaders do not 
agree. Listen to those who 
ifaBosnia. 
j we cannot commit grea- 
ter force there for “merely huma- 
nitarian” reasons, f jtten again, 
“merely humanitarian” reasons. 
When we come to thick of 


humanitarian concerns as 
“mere,” we are arriving at the 
end of civilisation. 

Bush administration officials 
and western European leaders 
also tell us that sending 30,000 
U.S. forces to Somalia is accept- 
able, though “merely humanita- 
rian,” because the task there is 
“easy.” On the other hand, they 




Most of these steps ar./ 
toe vision and will of to ; ;: 
fog Bush team. BiQ Gin 
towards more decisive a 
but his administration - 
take hold for more than < ! 
That places the binder 
mediate and strong actio 
ma squarely on Europe ' r.- 
If Europeans once 
genocide and evil andV^- 
be their toothers’ keeper-' 
icans may not warn' 7 
Europe’s keepers for n -^ 
ger either. Cynicism i;^ aa 
contagious. Americans o^v. r -_ 
to believe that helping- 
through its latest conti 
trials is “too hard” fo 
humanitarian” reasons-.,. 
New York Times. 
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Clinton cabinet has tough road ahead 
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LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 
President-elect Bill Clinton 
secured the diversity he badly 
wanted fo his cabinet, but has 
turned to relative newcomers in 
some of the toughest policy areas 
facing his administration. 

Ginton’s 16-member cabinet 
will have four black members, the 
first woman attorney general and 
a wide range of backgrounds 
frdfjfc cQtgiorate America to life- 
"ten g political service: 

But none of the appointees has 
run a government department 
and most are new to the problems 
of supervising a bureaucracy. 

In addition, some department 
heads will be cutting the size of 
their operations even as they try 
to cope with pressing policy prob- 
lems. 

As Ginton’s January 20 inau- 


guration nears, nowhere are the 
problems more apparent than in 
the Agriculture Department. Mr. 
Clinton selected as Agriculture 
Secretary Representative Mike 
Espy, 39, who is black. 

In his new job, he will super- 
vise 113,000 employees and a 
department with an annual 
budget of $60 billion. 

In accepting the appointment. 
Mr. Espy spoke of the need to 
transform the department, in 


European Community and the 
recent default by Russia on some 
grain loans are new to him. 

“f think it’s going to be a real 
tough job," said analyst William 
Lesher. 

Representative Les Aspin 
takes over defence as deep cuts 
are demanded on top of already 
major spending reductions. 

Mr. Aspin, chairman of the 
House of Representatives Armed 
Services Committee, has been 


which the number of employees- , widely praiSlsI'fof Jusdcnowledge 


George Bush, which have already 
lowered morale. 

“When Les hops the fence and 
lands here he’ll find out that ‘cut’ 
has a new meaning,” said a Pen- 
tagon official who spoke on con- 
dition he not be identified. 

A comprehensive health care 
plan, which policymakers have 
grappled with for years, will be 
the first headache for Health and 
Human Services Secretary- 
designate Donna Shalala. 

But sb&fcas little experience in 


20 - 


of 


. — , iinuiuniw^ om mue experience in 

hasooared even as the number of;, •of the PfeniagchJ, harts a pofiff- *the feakfieme field, having spent 

farmm rhrinlt riftn rtiMii hap n rlpnortmotit rnnrt Lao f-nradr Z « ___ j ■ _ 


farmers shrinks. 

Mr. Espy does represent one of 
the poorest and most heavily 
agricultural districts in the coun- 
try and has focused his congres- 
sional efforts on agricultural 
issues. 

Agriculture analysts say Mr. 
Espy is capable and is knowledge- 
able in some agriculture issues, 
but the trade dispute with the 


dan. He now has a department 
with an annual budget of $281 
billion, slightly larger than (he 
gross national output of South 
Korea. 

Democrats, looking for cash to 
boost social spending while cut- 
ting the federal deficit, are keen 
to make deep cuts in defence. 
These would come on top of cuts 
ulreadv instituted bv rresidcr.? 


most of her career in academic 
life. She currently heads the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin at Madison. 

Federico Pena, former mayor 
of Denver, likewise comes into 
the Transportation Department 
with little direct experience in his 
most pressing problems. 

One-third of the major U.S, 
airlines have either gone out of 
business in the oust two years 01 


are in bankruptcy protection. 
With highways crumbling and 
railways’ share of the market 
shrinking, he acknowledged that 
“almost all of our transportation 
industries are in trouble.” 

But Mr. Pena's only concrete 
experience was pushing through a 
new airport for Denver while 
mayor and serving on a state 
commission that charted a 
year transportation plan. 

Mickey Kan tor, chairman 
Mr. Ginton’s election campaign, 
must also do some quick studying 
for his high-profile post as U.S. 
trade representative. Mr. Kantor 
is a lawyer-lobbyist and has little 
background in world trade, a 
field likely to get thornier as Mr. 
Qinton tries to get tough with 
U.S. competitors. 

Mr. Qinton has brought "m 
some experience as well. 

Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen, 71, is a 22-year Senate 


veteran with a solid 
finance and trade issue^' fcau, 
Representative Leon ^sea*. 
budget director, should 1 . PLq 
trouble as he headed t- ^- 
budget committee. 5 
Warren Christopher, 
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2 job at the State DeJftp\£. 
during the presidency 1- ^ 
Carter. • 

The large number of 1 


The large number oti 
era, including Mr. Clin |{| 


self, should be good ne\*. 0u SE 
President-elect A! Gon- 1*.. 

He is eager to shake n- 


* V D 
than flattering image of 1 A 1 

idents. He was torflled ift p_. 
conference announcing! r. f . r ' r &on ( 


conference announcing.! , 

members last week wbe^.^'.Oijs 
actually asked a quest " , ‘- r: ’ic§j -1 


hot 


reporter. . 

-With his years fo tkj 1 9hq 
and strong background. 
areas as the environmen t Call | 

just be able to pull it *K>use 



l u 9 O 






JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1992 5 


% 


By Gbazl Saudi 


: £ t he dawn of history, the 
'' of the beautiful land of 
a b 35 been associated with 
V t— isg le&ends. From Oman 

• ' * down the stories of the 
--els of Sind bad, Ibn Batura 

•- ' {4atto Polo. The prophet Job 

- '■ was buried in Oman. It 

jjyj the source of incense, 
-v I j iud copper for the Old 
m The ancient Omanis kept 
''■■•.jajtB of their profitable. 
. ' |gthat led them north through 
: ■ V'rsand *e King’s Highway to 
markets of Egypt and 

f -‘‘ ’• ^friends of Archaeology in 
*'40 selected a group of people 
^ Oman last month. Ms. 

“ jot McOuitty from Oxford 
- ivetsiiy iedl the cultural mis- 
i.She is the former director of 

• BtjFh Institute for Archaeol- 
' - sjd History in Amman. 

- J rotors to Oman are surprised 
■ Z’ the. degree of development 

t Iss taken place in the last 20 
. T5 The Omanis progressed 
{ developed their country 
-jyy, but with a concerted 
ut to avoid destroying their 
■fOge. They maintained the 

- of the human being and 
social structures and pre- 

<ied die beauty of their coun try 
‘ jts natural environment. 

- who knew Oman in the 
-' : .£are stunned by what they 
: v dow. At that rime, when an. 

ant ventured out at night in 
.-fgpital, Muscat, he was re- 
■ xdtb carry a lantern to show 
- :*• ;4e was. Now, lights cover 

- and village in the coun- 
.. There were only about SO 

.. litres of paved roads in 
^-whereas modern roads con- 
fail comers of the country 
$ 

(Spots and hospitals were 
ikaDy non-existent then, but 
' went, education, health and 
itay are considered the three 
priorities of the Omani gov- 
' Mai, and they are enjoyed 
3lyby all Omanis. Security is 
irticularly sensitive issue in 
in and is well-funded due to 
irical reasons. During the 
r'SOs, the American oil com- 
es staged bloody covert wars 
ist Oman because of the 


conflict with the British oil com- 
panies oyer the oil-rich oasis of 
A1 Brimi. The conflict lasted for 
several years and caused hate and 
division among the Omani tribes. 
It was followed in 1970 by a 
vicious war with the socialist gov- 
ernment in Aden. The war ended 
in 1975 after heavy losses in men 
and money. 

When the war ended. Sultan 
03 boos faced the issues at hand 
wisely; incorporated the national 
secunty within the social security, 
distributed the revenues from oil 
and national resources to all his 
people, exempted citizens from 
taxes and limited custom duties to 
five per cent. ■ 

As a result of proper economic 
policies and a gradual pattern of 
development, the influx of fore- 
igners was limited. This was diffe- 
rent- from what happened in 
neighbouring countries. There- 
fore. the ratio of foreigners 
stayed within 20 per cent of the 
native population of 1.5 million. 


Oman, the land of Sindbad and incense 


and the Omanis remained mas- 
ters of their country where they 
carry out most of the tasks, no 
matter how big or small. 

History of Oman 

Recent archaeological excava- 
tions indicate that human civilisa- 
tion in Oman goes back to about 
12IJ0 B.C. During its history, 
Oman had strong, continuous 
cultural and commercial lies with 
the land of two rivers (modem 
Iraq), Persia, India and East 
Afnca. 

In the 3rd century B.C. Oman 
was called "Magan". meaning 
■land of copper" in the Sumerian 
language. Oman is still rich in 
copper, and copper-mining is an 
important source of national re- 
venue. 

The Arab tribes of "Ad." men- 
tioned in the Holy Koran, had 
inhabited the region since the 
dawn of history. The Arabisation 
of Oman was" enhanced in the 



Three generations of Omanis 


tarty 2nd century B.C. by the 
migration of the Yemeni tribes of 
Bani Azd to Oman under the 
leadership of Malik lhan Fahm 
after the destruction of the Mnrib 
dam. Yemeni tribes also went 
north to Syria and Iraq. 

The Azdis embraced Islam wil- 
lingly, and their King Jaifar (bn 
A1 Julandi and his people were 
assured safety by the Islamic 
leader "Anir Ibn Al As. sent by 
the Prophet Mohammad. The 
Omanis were good Muslims, and 
they fought the rejection ists after 
Mohammad's death and joined in 
the Islamic invasions and the 
spread of Arab civilisation. 

In 1507. the Portuguese used 
their naval force to colonise some 
of the coastal areas of Oman to 
secure the trade route to India. 
This area remained under their 
control for a century and a half. 
The Omanis resisted the invaders 
under the leadership of (heir King 
Nasser Ibn Murshid Al Ya'rtibi 
who was able to liberate some 
sites by lt>24. His successor, the 
Imam Saif Ibn Sultan Al Ya'ruhi, 
completed the (ask and. liberated 
Muscat in J649. He continued 
chasing the Portuguese to the 
coasts of India and East Africa 
and look over their settlements, 
some of which continued under 
Omani control until 1965. 

In 1744. the leadership of 
Oman came to the Al Bu Said 
family, which had descended 
from the noble Omani Azd tribe, 
under the Imam Ahmad Ibn Said 
who adopted Al Rustaq as his 
capital. This sultan was a real 
Sindbad and a lover of the sea 
and adventure. He himself pi- 
loted his ship and moved with his 
naval fleet from East Africa to 
Balushistan, eliminating pirates 
at sea and thieves on land. It is 
said that in his time, goods were 
left in Muscat harbour un- 
attended and his power extended 
from the shores of Basra to East 
Africa. He was followed by 
strong sultans, the most famous 
of whom was Said Ibn Sultan in 
1804. who expanded the Omani 
empire and established commer- 
cial centres in Persia, Pakistan 
and East Africa. He was the first 
to recognise the United States of 
America and sent the first Arab 
ambassador who arrived on the 


first Arab ship to reach New 
York in 1840. 

With the arrival of British 
domination and their commercial 
monopoly tin iniernalion.tl trade 
in the Indian Ocean and East 
Africa. Oman begun to decline 
and deteriorate culturally. That 
situation totally changed with the 
beginning of the rule of Sultan 
Oaboos in 1V70. He studied in 
Britain and had been kept outside 
the country for some lime. When 
he came to power, he immediate- 
ly began reconstruction of his 
country and realised stunning 
achievements within tuo decades 
that pushed Oman into the mod- 
ern age. 

Geography and tourist attrac- 
tions 

Oman is distinguished by its 
breathtaking natural environ- 
ment and its \aried climatic re- 
gions. It has begun to carefully 
open its doors to foreign tourists. 
Oman has an area of 3I2.U0II 


square kilometres, or more than 
three times the area of Jordan. 
The population is estimated at 1 .5 
million, but it should be noted 
that there has ne%er been a cen- 
sus. 

The most beautiful regions in 
Oman are in the Dhofar Gov- 
ernowtf, which extends 560 
kilometres along the shores of the 
Arabian Sea. Its capital is the 
lovely city of Salalah. Salalah 
means "shining city." 3nd the 
monsoons convert the mountains 
into a sea of rain surrounding 
Salalah. The climate of this re- 
gion is semitropical. It has vast 
areas of green coconut palms and 
tropical plants and flowers. Its 
people live on agriculture and 
fishing. Fish is a' pan of most 
dishes, and visitors to Oman en- 
joy the abundance and variety of 
fresh fish. Frankincense trees 
grow in its mountainous regions, 
and the frankincense trade was 
the source of great wealth for 
Oman in the old times and for the 


northern Arab kingdoms of Tad- 
mur (Palmyra) and Petra. 

Farms are irrigated by the 
"aflaj" system. Canals collect 
spring and rain water that flows 
due to gravity to different villages 
by aqueducts and lined canals, 
liiis engineering system is similar 
to that used in Petra, which was 
irrigated from Wadi Musa springs 
with water reaching the city by 
canals dug in the walls of theSiq. 
Their remains are still visible 
today. 

It "is interesting to note that 
many tribes in this region carry 
the same names as families in the 
south of Jordan; for instance, the 
family of Al Hrasis whose mem- 
bers live in "Ayma village, near 
Tafila, and also in Amman. 

And there is the beautiful 
mountainous region of Nizwa 
that is historically significant and 
famous for its tonified castles 
built in strategic locations. There 
are more than 500 Omani castles; 
the mosr beautiful of them, by 
far. is the Jabrin castle, which is 


now being reno' aied under the 
supervision of Italian engineers. 
This castle was the residence of 
the mosi famous sultan of Oman. 
Al Imam Saif Al Ya’ruhi. 

The capital Muscat is located 
on the shores of the Arabian Sea. 
It is a beautiful, modem city that 
has maintained its Arab roots. 
Those who planned this city, 
some of whom were Jordanians, 
were able to create architectural 
homogeneity in its districts and to 
avoid the eclectic construction 
styles now dominant in our capit- 
al. Amman. 

Finally. Oman is a country that 
is truly worth visiting. It is clean, 
and its people are extremely 
thoughtful. You do not hear one 
loud voice in the street. They live 
in their country with dignity. It is 
easy for Jordanians to associate 
with them. In Oman there is 
serious concern about the en- 
vironment and its beauty. There 
is no doubt that all the Omanis 
love their country and are proud 
of it. 





Omani castle 


ilestinians press U.N. envoy 


Cwttmied from page 11 

•ajrbave been expelled in 

Aeti Troops, meanwhile, 
ted Israeli Arab leaders from 
^tjmek convoy of food and 
m into Lebanon to aid the 
['Palestinians, 
shocked their path at the 
■TjTanikra crossing. The 
-including at least one 
. the Israeli parliament, 

1 _ «ai3 a group prayer for the 
_ JW&f the evictees and turned 

inan Ashrawi, a West Bank 
issorwho is spokeswoman 


for the Palestinian delegation to 
the Middle East peace talks, told 
reporters after meeting with Mr. 
Jonah that the fate of the Palesti- 
nians had become “an issue of 
immediate human urgency and 
concern... because of the tragic 
circumstances under which they 
are living." 

The evictees, she said, "should 
not be made pawns in a political 
game." 

Dr. Ashrawi said the Palesti- 
nians demanded that the 415 be 
returned imrrfediately. in line 
with Security Council Resolution 
799. Any aid, she added, should 
come through Israel 

“It (Israel) is 'responsible for 


the (evictees), for their well- 
being, and it has to be held 
accountable for the feet of the 
(expulsion), the mass expulsion," 
she said. 

Dr. Ashrawi noted that none of 
those expelled had been charged, 
tried or convicted of the killings 
of six Israeli soldiers, which is 
what prompted the expulsion. 

Israeli newspaper quoted un- 
identified security officials as 
saying the army will have to take 
action to bring back any Palesti- 
nians expelled in error. 

An army review showed that 
seven, among them a 16-year-old 
detained for spraying political 
slogans, were expelled contrary 
to orders by regional comman- 
ders, Israel Radio and the news- 


papers said. The number could be 
as high as 10. the radio said. 

They said the mistakes 
apparently resulted from poor 
coordination, mistaken identity 
and negligence. The army had 
rounded up those slated for ex- 
pulsion within hours and put 
them on buses headed for Leba- 
non. 

News reports said five military 
tribunals have been set up to hear 
individual appeals by expelled 
men, and 15 more would be 
established. 

Mr. Jonah conferred Sunday 
with Prime Minister Rabin and 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres. 

Mr. Rabin repeated his conten- 
tion that the evictees are Leba- 
non's responsibility, and accused 


Beirut of using the aid issue as a 
ploy to force their return. 

Israeli news reports Monday 
said Mr. Jonah, in "politely 
aggressive" terms, expressed 
understanding for Lebanon's re- 
fusal to deal with people dumped 
on its doorstep by Israel. 

The expelled Palestinians said 
meanwhile they received more 
food and some clothes, mainly 
underwear, brought on mules by 
villagers over mountains at night 
but it was a small amount com- 
pared to the needs of the 415 
men. 

"We couldn’t sleep because of 
the cold and the snow,” said Ali 
Mahmoud Abu Kass. 57. “This is 
a real tragedy and the world is 
only watching. What law says we 


have to freeze to death?" 

The Palestinians staged a 
second dawn to dusk fast to eke 
out food reserves and tried to 
light fires with wet sticks as a cold 
wind swept through the camp. A 
nearby stream froze over. 

"Our conditions are deteriorat- 
ing. The weather is getting worse 
and worse," said Dr. Aziz 
Dwaik. “We are shivering and 
trembling under our blankets." 

Correspondents found fresh 
food hidden in tents on Sunday, 
enough to supply the Palestinians 
for perhaps a day. One Palesti- 
nian aid it was brought by pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah (Party of God) 
guerrillas. 

Lebanese troops allow only 
journalists to reach the camp. 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

THE EXECUTIVE RECRUITMENT DIVISION OF AN 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS GROUP DEALING IN 
OIL & GAS AND IN GENERAL EQUIPMENT AND 
COMMODITY TRADING IS INTERVIEWING 
CANDIDATES FOR THE FOLLOWING LOCAL & 
OVERSEAS POSITIONS: 

■ OIL FIELD COMPANY- GENERAL 
MANAGER 

ELECTRICAL/MECHANICAL ENGINEER -BSC OR 
MSC 

OIL FIELD EXPERIENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST - 
10 TO 15 YEARS PLUS 5 YEARS IN 
COMPANY MANAGEMENT POSITION. 
COMPUTER SKILLS AND HIGH COMMAND OF 
ENGLISH. 

ATTRACTIVE PACKAGE ACCORDING TO 
QUALIFICATION AND EXPERIENCE. 

■ SUBMERSIBLE PUMP ENGINEERS & 
TECHNICIANS FOR OVERSEAS 
EMPLOYMENT WITH 3-5 YEARS 
MAINTENANCE EXPERIENCE IN OIL 
FIELD ENVIRONMENTS. WRITTEN AND 
VERBAL ENGLISH IS ESSENTIAL. 

■ OIL & GAS AND GENERAL TRADING 
COMPANY - GENERAL MANAGER. 

■ ANALYSTS & PROGRAMMERS 

■ EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

INTERESTED CANDIDATES SHOULD SEND THEIR 
DETAILED CVS, RECENT PHOTO, PASSPORT 
PARTICULARS, MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE SALARY, 
PROOF OF PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS & 
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATIONS TO : 

P.O.BOX S26647 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


d6stmian cold war nearing end 

. (Continued from page 1} 


fflfiers in the territories will 
-'.decided by "democratic 
' said a PLO official in 
S. 

• Ifan agreement takes place 
*P«t most of Hamas repre- 
tation to come from the. 
. tones because their popu- 
. , base is there," said the 
- ■ 4aL “Their popular sup- 
- outside the territories is 
ted.” 

„ 180 “phantom" mem- 

s.of the PNC in the occu- 
f territories are expected to 
_ largely of elected rep re - 
: ffives from labour unions 
. ^professional associations 
pother popular organisa- 
as. the women’s fed- 
well as the heads of 
. - Sobers 0 f commerce and 
-3 See. 

’ ■ amas supporters picked up 
•* 30 per cent of the vote 
. >ss the board in student and 
- n elections in various 
“ and cities in the West 
■ aid Gaza 1st year. 

expect that Hamas will 
same number of seats 
“£rFLP or (the Damascus- 
faction of the PLO) 
-Mr. Hilal said. 
fFLP has around 20 
the diaspora part of the 

gaming of the 180 PNC 
inters in the occupied terri- 


I : 




lories is not expected to take 
place before the spring of 1993. 

Some political analysts close 
to the Damascus Ten fear that 
the PLO may want to pull 
Hamas into the PLO/PNC fold 
in preparation for an agree- 
ment with Israel. 

“Mr. Arafat will want 
Hamas within his fold if he 
decides to make any agree- 
ment (via the negotiating 
team) with Israel." said an 
Amman-based observer. 

Other argue that while 
Hamas also has a vested in- 
terest in being inside the PNC, 
it would use its option to pull 
out of the PNC should Mr. 
Arafat and the negotiators 
choose to agree to a 
framework that Hamas fun- 
damentally objects to. 

"Hamas is in a position of 
power because it can pull out 
of any agreement with the 
PLO even if the group chooses 
to join the PNC," said another 
observer who is close to 
Hamas. 

But many political analysts 
say the real question is if the 
PLO-backed negotiating team 
can afford to come to terns 
with Israel without the implicit 
approval of Hamas and other 
leading members of the 
Damascus Ten. 


CHINA house restaurant - 

^year's eve, Thursday Dec. 31. 1992. 

V SPECIAL OFFER 

• %% JD 9 per person (including toj :& service)^ 
2^ and enjoy our various Chinese DINNER dishes. 

• PfNDS of authentical delicious Chinese food pre- 

“prinks, dessert and hot drinks free 
^T sservation, please call us now. 

China House Restaurant 

^ AI Hussein, and Industry Road. 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

TEL.MM676 60469b 




~YJ 


| CROWN § 

^ INTJL EST. - 
H Packing, shipping, 1 
h forwarding, storage, 

| clearing, door-to-door i 
M service 1 

Air, Sea and Land 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

lEITfrURMT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-130 pm 
7.30-11 .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659 519 659520 





mSEHTROE eenssms 

SES'S 1 

SKI JOBBER... 

* Kais Dryctean. ^ Hr. Service 
A Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* Uphoistry, cunains & carpels 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
i Hour Service 
Develop ybur colour film at 
our shop and gei:- 

* JSVMBO photo 

size 3®% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. GrindJays 
Bank- Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel - K23OT1 


4 RENT &• SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further 
please call: 


details, 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 



Special CSsisaese Foods 
Skilled CBsmese Ckeft 

(open a. djjh | 

Take away ex avzRable 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel y s\ 

|TqL 661922, Amman! 

®<ic£ "ffasted 

ij L ri g 


AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12:00 - 1S-M & 18:30-23:30 

Tel: 03-314415 



CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartaquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 0:30 ' Midnight 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 si Orde. Jaba! Amman, near 

Atilryyah Girls School 

Tafct awaqr bavailablc 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Teh 638968 


Trio Krisola 
AL ITCTAnMrA RAR 

830 pan - 130 turn 


iL 0 ¥ ^ff 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


^■-»n 


120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes. 
Irom all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles oi China 
Prepared by #*r 

Chinese chefs 

Open daily fo> 

lunch & dinner 

T«ke «w*j senfes 

jabal Al Hussain 

Minidry of Trade 

& Industrial Rd 

Tel. 667755 


Car-Rental 

Pick up-delivery 


8:00 - 24. -00 





F674111 

Plaza 



Cf\\m 

Town 

l^eilaurant 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Amman now has its own. 

Where you can enjoy the most exquisite 
Chinese dishes for lunch and dinner. 

Banquet and take-away service 

All chefs from Peking, China 

China- Town 

at the Amman Plaza Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or 674111 - ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAItOTEL 

,|j£<|l|ls 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




IFrcncfi 



(Euteinc 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 
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1st Division Basketball Championship 


Orthodoxi, Ahli clash Wednesday; 
Jazireh, Hussein seek 3rd place 






By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The final stage of 
the first round in basketball's 
FirSt.Dmsion Championship 
begins Tuesday when A1 Jalil 
play Homentmen and A1 Hus- 
sein piay A1 Watani in Irbid, 
while Al Jazireh play A1 Abba- 
si in Amman. The results of 
these matches will make things 
dear for die first round of the 
championship which began 
earlier this month and will end 
Wednesday when Jordan's all- 
time rivals Al Orthodoxi, the 
current titleholders. and AI 
Ahli clash at the Sports Palace 
Court. The match will be tele- 
vised, live on Jordan Televi- 
sion. 

Al Ahli and Al Orthodoxi 
are paw tied with 12 points in 
thefSjSraU standings, the latter 
tesig^on score difference. 
Both teams won all their 
matches quite easily, although 
they faced some trouble sub- 
'*“*■*■“ the unrelenting Al 
drew with Al 
GgBWd* 24-24 in the first 
half of die match before lead- 
ing 36-29 but eventually losing 
the match 104-77. Similarly Al 




Al A filPs team: Will they be able to win back the tide? 


Ilflbenrfilves’ Christian Laettner (lefty tftfttfll 
Fistons’ Woolridge 


Timberwolves Laetiaer ..ju] 
criticised as losses mount 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Christ- 
ian Laettner. at first embraced by 
his Timberwolves teammates, is 
being pushed away as Minneso- 
ta's losses mount. 

Chuck Person, who once prom- 
ised to take Laettner under his 
wing, has become increasingly 
unhappy with what he perceives 
as Laettner's selfishness. 

Doug Wsst. who once said that 
adding a proven winner like 
laettner would make the Tim- 
Efrrwolves a better team in the 
National Basketball Association, 
is starting to have bis doubts. 

Michael Williams, the point 
guard who is paid to distribute 
the ball to the team’s top scorers, 
bss ignored the team's high- 
scoring rookie, who played this 
past summer as 2 member of the 
vhtuited U,S. Olympic “dream 
team.” 

laettner only says he'll keep 
trying. 

"t'My personal motivation is al- 
ways there," he said after scoring 
26 points in Saturday's 113-105 


loss to the Adanta Hawks, Min- 
nesota's sixth straight defeat and 
10th in 11 December games. 

Late in the first quarter, Laett- 
ner stole the ball from Stacey 
Augmon and drove the length of 
the court for a dunk. 

Great play, right? It was. ex- 
cept that West was alone ahead of 
the field. 

“I mean, the open guy has to 
get the ball,” Person said. “If a 
guy is 10 metres in front of you 
and you dribble and dunk it, is 
that basing the decision on win- 
ning? Or is it personal loyalties?” 

After a loss to Sacramento, 
West said that some of his team- 
mates “think they know too 
much.” He wouldn’t name 
■ names, but Laettner clearly was 
one of the playeis West meant. 

^Saturday's game. Williams 
twice looked right at Laettner, 
who was begging for the ball, 
instead of passing. Williams took 
long jumpers. 

Laettner said he is trying to do 
what is being asked of him. 


Ab &ba at Al Jazireh 86-61 , the 
ff ending 41-31. 

AI> Hussein, Al Jazireh and 
are now tied with 9 
[llfffijjBffi (In it " 1 1 utl standings. 
Af.jfbj&cirt put up a big effort 
oVeraJyfffHg HomeHtmen who 
won the first half 57-56 but 
later lost the match 104-81 with' 


two of their key players. Vas- 
ken Adjemian and Omar Sha- 


ken Adjemian and Omar Sha- 
mi, missing the match. Ho- 
mentmen has scored their first 
win over Al Abbasi earlier in 
the week winning the match 
78-73, the first half ending 46- 
30. 

Al Jalil. who are still in sixth 
- place after missing their match 
against Al Watani, scored a 
crucial 95-82 win over A 1 Hus- 
sein, and later lost 105-60 to Al 


Orthodoxi. 

Meanwhile, Al Watani beat 
Al Abbasi 63-53, and lost to Al 
Abb 117-63, the first half en- 
ding 63-27. 

■ AJ Orthodoxi seem well on 
their way to defeat At Ahli as 
they have shown a tremendous 
form throughout the' cham- 
pionship so far, scoring over 
100 points in all their matches. 
They depend on the well- 
experienced Barakat brothers, 
Murad and Hilal, in addition to 
members of their under-2 2 
team which beat Al Ahli to win 
their division championship. 
They include Muntaser Abul 
Tayyeb, Jan Sahfieh and Raed 
Al Haj. 

Al Ahli. on the other hand, 
do not seem to be playing with 
the confidence and form that 
might enable them to win back 


the title they won in 1990. 

They mainly depend on scor- 
ing from outside the zone de- 
pending on Samir Murqus, 
Marwan Ma'touq and Yousef 
Zaghloul. Key guard, Naser 
Bushnaq, who helped them 
clinch the title two seasons 
ago, has not shown his regular 
form after undergoing surgery 
on his injured ankle. Al Abb's 


younger players have not been 
a consistent force to be reck- 
oned with and their Russian 
coach will undoubtedly have 
second thoughts as to who 
might be best for a final match 
that wiU somewhat determine 
this year’s winner. 

The second round of the 
championship will begin on 
Jan. 8. 


STANDINGS 


Team 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Al Orthodoxi 

6 

— 

845 

400 

Al Ahh 

6 

— 

651 

311 

Al Hussein 

3 

3 

518 

528 

Al Jazireh 

3 

3 

476 

493 

Al Watani 

3 

3 

351 

479 

Al Jald 

2 

4 

405 

422 

Homentmen 

1 

5 

405 

666 

Al Abbasi 

— 

6 

326 

678 


conviction top 
story in UJS. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Mike Tyson’s rape conviction was the year’s 
top sports story in the United States. The sport of the year, however, 
owiously was basketball. 

Tyson's conviction last Feb. 10 for the rape of beauty queen 


Desiree Washington was voted the top sports story of the year in 
balloting bv Associated Press sports editors and broadcasters in the 


balloting by Associated Press sports editors and broadcasters in the 
United States. 

The No. 2 story was the ouster of U.S. Major League BasebaO 
Commissioner Fay Vincent, and five of the next six top vote-getters 
were basketball stories. 

The Saga of the former heavyweight boxing champion, sentenced 
td-six years in prison last March 26, received 22 first-place votes and 
448 total points in balloting. Voters were asked to pick their top 10 
stories. 

Magic Johnson was at the heart of the next two stories. 

Third place, with 304 votes, went to the ‘dream team,' die U.S. 
Olympic basketball team that breezed to the gold medal at the 
B&rcelona Olympics, led by Johnson. The dream team received 11 
first-place votes, second only to Tyson's conviction. 

Johnson's own story, his comeback and second retirement, was 
voted No. 4 with just one point less than the dream team, 303, and 
eight first-place votes. 

The Toronto Blue Jay’s victory in the U.S. Major League 
Basketball World Series was fifth, followed by three more basketball 
Stories; Larry Bird's retirement and repeats by the Chicago Bulls as 
NBA Champions and Duke Blue Devils as U.S. College champions. 

•The Blue Jays’ six-game victory over Atlanta received 272 points. 
Bird got 262 points, the Bulls had 173, and Duke 167. 

The dual national College Football Championships of Miami and 
Washington (109 points, one first-place vote) and the retirement of 
U.5. stock car auto race driver Richard Petty (103 points) rounded 
out the top 10 stories. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Diving star Gao Min auctions gold medal 


BEIJING (AP) — Chinese- diving star Gao Mia has auctioned off 
one of her gold medals to riase money for Beijing's bid for the 
2000 Olympics and to set up a diving foundation, official reports 
said Monday. The China Minting Corp. bought the medal for 
770,000 yuan ($134,380), the China youth daily (Zhongguo 
Qingnian Bao) and the Guangming Daily (Guanming Ribao) 
said. The reports did not say what the company planned to do 
with the medal, which Gao won in the 1991 World Cham- 
pionships’ springboard event. Previous reports said it was Gao's 
most treasured medal because she won it under difficult condi- 
tions. The 22-year-old diver, unbeaten on the springboard in 
major world competitions since 1986, has been plagued by 
injuries in recent years and retired after the 1992 Olympic games 
in Barcelona. 


was within reach of the record Sunday as it ploughed across 
Australia's Bass Strait with its full 6% square metres of sail 
hoisted. But early Monday the 25-metre ketch, in its first major 
ocean race since being launched November ?, was forced to 
reduce its sail area to a tiny jib, reefed mainsail and no mizzen 


mast cloth by a gale force southwesterly front. But late Monday, 
with just 100 nautical miles to go. Endeavour sailed into a 


windless hole off the east coast of Tasmania, losing any chance of 
setting a new record. 


Chiefs, Redskins earn NFL playoff berths 


Endeavour robbed of Sydney-Hobart record 


SYDNEY (R) — Gale force winds followed by a windless hole 
robbed the New Zealand maxi ketch Endeavour of the Sydney-to- 
Hobart race record Monday. The fickle conditions allowed 
Australian pocket maxi Amazon to claw back Endeavour's lead, 
following some 15 nautical miles astern late Monday. Endeavour 


NEW YORK (R) — The Kansas City Chiefs and Washington 
Redskins Sunday landed the final two playoff berths in the 
National Football League. Kansas City scored three touchdowns 
on turnovers and Dave Krieg threw two touchdown passes to 
Jonathan Hayes as the Chiefs clinched a wild-card spot in the 
AFC playoffs 'with a 42-20 victory over the Denver Broncos. The 
defending Super Bowl champion Redskins were defeated by the 
Los Angeles Raiders, 21-20 Saturday, but won the final NFC 
playoff spot Sunday when the Green Bay Packers were routed by 
the Minnesota Vikings. 27-7. The Vikings already had clinched 
the NFC Central title. The Packers were seeking their first playoff 
berth fsince 1982. The Pittsburgh Steelers clinched a first-round 
by with a 23-13 victory over the Cleveland Browns. 


EVERY TIME I RIPE ON THE 
BACK OF MY MOM'S 3l CYCLE. 
I AGE TWENTY YEARS ! 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TAN MAH HIRSCH 
Tieuna Media S inns. (nc. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

£93 Q105 KQ9 4A7662 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
14 2 ■: ? 

What action do you take? 


♦7 ?AK6 0KJ93 4AQ1092 
The bidding has proceeded: 



South West North East 
1 * Pass 1 v Pass 


What do vou bid now? 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

■2.K9 :XQ6 AQJ2 4AJ93 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one club. What 
action do vou take? 


Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold- 

4K9 \KQfi AQJ2 4AJ93 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

1 4* Dbi Pass 1 ~ 

' Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold 

♦85 -AKQ763 AJ6 *72 

The bidding has proceeded: . .%• - 
South Wwt Nortfr 
1 v Pass 1 * Pass'-' V 

9 

What do you bid now? 


LOOK, SIR SIP/ 
i pmd Si* hr FOR 
rr» ILL-LET YOU 
have a for 


Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as 
vou hold: 

*A5 ?B2 vK 10954 4KJ85 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 v Pass 2 NT Pass 

? . 
What do you bid now? 
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HOROSCOPE 

^RECAST FOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 29,V92 ' f 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astookjger, 

IRMBBAI.- TENDENCIES: Hav- ' inopme by. whatever rigfa* J 



GENERAL TCNDENCIES: Hav- _ inopme * Jt ft 

others and coming to a deason on 


quick, pfogre®*' 


how to operate in the future, you UPRA: (September 23 jo a 

are now able ro reduce your.;- 22^\Be^on.Jbe f 

appointed tasks to . a managaptei finh£'you want the 
reality- are at your ' 

AWES: (Mairdi 21 to April 1?) 

The daytime is excellent for mak- - ■ ^ 

ioe new-arrangements where SCORHO:<Ocfbber23 1 to N 7 


associates are concerned -and then 
in the eveniog-'you.can pur in 
motion specific details. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Many tasks of a meticulous- and 
fine nature can be done by you 
today alter which ' you can get into 
the public eye and make some 
excellent progress. 
ra?MiN i: (May 21 to June 21) All 
sorts of interesting entertainment 
b now available to you so get 
appointments made and tonight do 
whatever tasks have been put 
aside. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can handle whatever 
pertains to home and family , mat- 
ters very well after which get off to 
some'new amusements and have a 
wonderful time. 

LEO: (July 22 to. August 21) Talk 
about whatever interesting ideas 
permeate your consciousness today 
with those who can . bdp material- 
ise them and tonight do what your 
family desires. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Put yourself in the position 
where yon can add to you present 


SCORHft<Cfefober21to N 7 ' r * “ * 

ber 21) Private^»tans of an 

can he organisettso yon gair ^ ^ ^ 

more quickly amhsatirfacto! ’ * 

ter which ^pu can^et your 

al affgos ia- order, ... .. :•* r . ^ 

• v ._. • 1 ’ ' f * 

SAGITTARIUS: (November ^ 

Dceonber ,21).yotl.find " 

admires yon wQJ aid yoa to — 

pereonareaoditioar:that r wr 

sire. then you.caa be witii •** 

aitachmeht for quiet h^jpn l 8 ™ 

CAFWCPBN: (December 
January 20) Wbateftr yoff h. * 
uund ofa worldly nature shots,'* ^ 
put into! motion m a con 1 ^ _ 
maririCT' 'during the decpxm^Z- 
tonight go after more ini-"' 
aims. ' 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 toF 
ary 19) listen to what yoqr. 
qualities tefl you is a new wy^ 
progress and then make tag s 
towards this which can dfc 
nsed'in ptfaKc.' : j •* ^ — " 

HSCT&. (Ffebniaiy 20 to Ji 
,20) You can. get into -wha^ 
promises yon have made and 
through with’ ease and 
after wtedi get off to new^ ime - 

make them yours.- 3 '- 


THE BETTER HALF- 


ByHorrix 


n 



‘f told the florist I wanted to "send yob' J 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each squam, to form 
four ordinary words. 


CHEEN 


DABNY 



CARBIF 

mm 

uz 

_U 

_ 

□ 


mm 


ONBEAM 


irn 

n 

n 

Now arrange trie circled letters to 

farm the surprise answer, as sug- _ 




Answer hero: 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow 
Jumbles: DINER BELIE ACCEDE LANCER 
Answer Nice In the dark even it tfs wteked — . 

A CANDLE 



THE Daily Crossword by Harvey L Chew 


ACROSS 
1 Love or gravy 
5 Govt agent 


14 A Guthrie 

15 Stand up 

16 "...tangled web 
we—" 

17 Hitchcock's - 
Window” 

38 Division word 

19 Consumed 

20 Vegetable in a 


23 Look up to 

24 Bustle 

26 Ain't, correctly 
29 Accompany 

33 Puccini opera 
37 Nuncupative 

39 Joint 

40 Northern 


— semper 
tyrannis" 


43 Kind ot year 

44 The yoke’s on 
them 

45 Bikini, lor one 

46 Equine pen 
48 Bambi’s mom 
50 Pizarro victim 
52 Devious plan 
57 LHtla <m 

60 Vegetable in a 
composer? 

63 A Flynn 

64 TAE name 

65 Confined 

66 Style of painting 

67 Gash 

68 Gaelic 

69 Tournaments of 
a kmd 

70 Not infirm 

71 Headflnsr 



aasiB 


Tiwuov Mad— Somcos. Inc. 
Al regnt, Rmwad 


DOWN 

1 Hannibal — 

2 Nymph 

3 Frighten 

4 Shinto gateway 

5 Amerind groups 

6 Ore source 

7 FUm canine 


8 Bright signs 

9 Candy and cake 
lOVegetaUeina 

coat? 

11 Rank 

12 With: Fr, 

13 Shatter 

21 — Boro (lr. king) 
25 Slippery tettow 

27 Pay through 
the — 

28 Group of three 

30 Informed about 

31 Actual 

32 Famed archer 

33 Soft mineral 

34 Spread 
35Gl£atr1x 

36 Vegetable In a 
constellation? 

38 Peak 

42 Sousa feature 
44 Affectionate 
attention, tor 
short 

47 Leg joints 
49 Social posrttorr 


Yamntoy’s Puzzle Sohrad: s v w CQ WC 


nnnn ramo nanrg 

BODE 0500 DM 

nuacipi nnmn mnHg 
QHnQDHn nnnncici 
onmno nwe , 
ranrnnnn nnndj nig; 
nraranm onimn 

BnnnignnmiDnnnnBj 

onno ninmo nnorn 

BQQ BOOB 

□HR' nnciao 
ennoarjn ; nnianon 
rnrannn nnsig nora 
nnnno dqoo nm\ 
«O0H0 :Dinno hhij| 


Bruce 

last 


* 3-J0. & 


51 Shame - ' --57KlndofBy 

53 Expectations _ 58 Type 0< sc 

54 Court ace 59 Sea bird 

56 Brainy group • 01 A Ftagwel 
56 Coma in • stFtendbh 
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tritons* desire to save dents 
lopes of quick economic recovery 


(R) — Britons saved 
V^ fflore of their income in the 
■■I' - fed quarter of 1992 calling into 
taction hopes of a quick ccono- 
-' ^{tcovery fuelled by higher 

V'/mpImer spending. 

chores from the Central Starts- 


.AjrofficB (CSO) showed the 
- ratio, the percentage of 
' . . posable income that people 
">■ ^iwe to 12-3 per cent in the 


<txird Quarter of this year from a 
revised 11.4 per cent in the pre- 
vious quarter and 10.3 per cent a 
year earlier. 

Economists said the figures 
showed that consumers remained 
cautious and were wary of spend- 
ing spare cash. 

Britain's monetary authorities 
hope that people will spend more 
and save less to give industry a 


jFinandal 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

tn co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


ji Dollar ba bitaraatwaal Htarfcaa 


Currency 


Sterling PoaMd" 
Qabcke Mark 


: Japanese f’en 

Ccnpcaa Camay Um 
-UB ftr STC 

n «nfm Op«MB (N 1 6c* I urn. GMT 


TOW 

nit* 

25.12.92 

TCtyo 

nffF 

26.iz.9-i 

1.5215 

1.5150 

1.5985 

l.tMt 

1.4455 

1.4473 

5.4545 

S.-MSti** 

- 123.70 

123.93 

122.20 

1.2190** 


26.12.1992 


itad) franc 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

3.75 

3.56 

3.62 


7.io ; 

6.88 

S.Sl 

S.6S 

Ba© ■> 

6.10 

5.°5 

5 .65 

10 . 75 

mss 

10.38 

3.81 

3.75 

3.68 

10.62 

10.43 

9.93 





Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

sm 

334.35 

6.50 

Silver 

3.71 

.080 


uitral Bank of law laa a Kacha — m RaM Bulletin 

‘ Dmtm: 2S.12.199Z 


0.4262 


0.4743 




0.5544 


0.3409 


.0971 


0.04S1 


0.02097 



0.0483 


0.02107 




1.7970 

1.&200 

0.0360 

0.0390 

0.1S00 

0.1840 

2.2800 

2.3000 

0.1850 

0.1872 

0.2020 

0.2150 


27.12.92 Close 



vital boost. The reluctance to 
spend has kept the country lock- 
ed in the longest recession since 
the 1930s and threatens to kill a 
few shoots of recovery that have 
emerged in recent weeks. 

The savings ratio is now its 
highest level since the final quar- 
ter of 1984, when it stood at 12.4 
per cent. 

“Clearly people arc still very 
concerned about saving at a time 
when unemployment is rising fast 
and house prices are falling," said 
Nick Stamenkovic. economist at 
DKB International in London. 

“I think the savings ratio will 
remain under pressure until un- 
employment eases,” said Giorgio 
Radaelli. international economist 
at Lehman Brothers in London. 

There is little sign of the tur- 
naround happening quickly. Un- 
employment has risen for 31 
months in a row to reach 2.91 
million, or 10.3 per cent of the 
workforce. 

“1 think the economy is simply 
stagnating rather than recovering 
and the economic data early next 
year is likely to be disappoint- 
ing,” said Mr. Stamenkovic. 

He said Britain might reduce 
interest rates again in the first 
quarter of next year to ensure 
that recoveiy takes root. 

British interest rates have been 
cut in four steps to seven per cent 
from 12 per cent since the pound 
tumbled out of the European 
Community's exchange rate 


mechanism on Sept. 16, a sharp 
and swift loosening of a previous- 
ly tight monetary policy. 

The CSO said the savings ratio 
figures can be volatile and not too 
much should be read into a single 
quarterly figure. 

The treasury, which has fore- 
cast that the economy will grow 
by one per cent next year, said 
the rise in the savings ratio re- 
flected higher personal incomes. 

Total personal disposable in- 
come rose to £110.7 billion 
(S169.6 billion) in the third quar- 
ter from £108.3 billion 165.9 
billion) in the second quarter and 
£103.5 billion ($158.7 billion) in 
the third quarter of 1991. 

Meanwhile a spate of economic 
figures published recently sug- 
gested Britain's economy remains 
weak but faint stirrings of life 
were appearing. 

Official data showed manufac- 
turing output rose a stronger than 
expected 0.3 per cent in October 
after a 0.2 per cent fall in Septem- 
ber, providing concrete evidence 
that manufacturing industry may 
be poised to recover from a prot- 
racted recession. 

But the economy is emitting 
mixed messages. A report by the 
independent Confederation of 
British Industry (CBD showed 
sales remained under severe 
pressure in November and indi- 
cated weakness in December, the 
key Christmas period. 
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COMPANY'S NAME 

THAI' INC 

I- REV. 

OPENING 

CLOSING 


vouiir 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

PRICE 


JD 

PRICE 








JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

7.72'J 

3.660 

*.660 

3.650 

JORDAN KinCAIT RANK 

99.41 J 

2.470 

.'.460 

2.460 

THE HOUSING BANK 

i).m 

3.600 

.1.600 

3.580 

ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 

s.uo 

3.260 

3.400 

3.420 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BARK 

AT. It'- 

>.PO 

1.1 70 

3.160 

OTIIOH BANK PON HAVING L INVESTMENT 

B.STG 

3.000 

j.noo 

3.750 

ARAB BANKING CClPORAT ION/ JORDAN 

13.393 

3.200 

3.210 

3.300 

JORDAN NATIONAL BARK 

23*. 723 

4.420 

4.460 

4.400 

JORDAN INVESTMENT fc FINANCE BANK 

37. "*.0 

4.720 

4.150 

4.750 

ARMAN RANK ran INVESTMENT/ OLD 

137.650 

1.010 

1.810 

1.790 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

36.376 

1.700 

1.790 

1.790 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

B4.99I 

4.200 

4.300 

4.260 

BUSINESS BARK 

34.555 

3.270 

3.209 

3.220 

I»JT EXMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FM> HOUSING 

136.755 

5.700 

5.700 

5.650 

INVESTMENT C. FINANCIAL ADVANCES 

385 

0.740 

0.700 

0.700 

BANK OF JORDAN 

79.144 

19.100 

20.000 

20.060 

ARAB BANK 

il.OM 

138.000 

178.500 

137.000 

MI COLE EAST INSURANCE 

390 

2.800 

2.900 

3.900 

JORDAN INSURANCE . 

17,470 

3.150 

3.200 

3.140 

GENERAL ARABIA INSURANCE 

3.940 

2.800 

2.940 

2.940 

JERUSALEM INSURANCE 

4,725 

J. 500 

3.500 

3.500 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

286,437 

3.410 

3.600 

3.70D 

YARWWK INSURANCE 6 BE INSURANCE 

167,035 

3.250 

3.300 

3.410 

ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 

66B 

2.600 

2.670 

2.670 

ARAB UPC S ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

36,353 

3.200 

3.200 

3.200 

JORDAN HOTEL b TOURISM 

1.B75 

5.990 

6.750 

6.250 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

24,902 

1.520 

1.550 

1.530 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

15.558 

6.200 

6.200 

6.100 

LI VES FOX B POULTRY 

17.710 

1.230 

1.230 

1.210 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

235 

2.360 

2.320 

3.320 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA' i 

12. D7j 

IP. 500 

10.500 

10.500 

UNITED KIDDLE EAST C COMMODORE HOTELS 

208 . 992 

2.700 

7. TOO 

2.700 

KACHINAKT EQUIP. RENTING (r MAINTENANCE 

39,948 

3.290 

1.290 

1.300 

PETRA ENIIU-RISES A EQUIPMENTS LEASING 

7. 058 

1.1P0 

1.190 

1.180 

JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

H.445 

0.880 

o.eaa 

0.870 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

20,443 

1.300 

1.370 

1.373 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

15.289 

1.600 

1.680 

1.523 

JORDAN KUWAIT CO. KIR AGRI . t FOOD PROD. 

147. B97 

1.9BO 

1.990 

1.880 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING S TRADING 

158.881 

2.020 

2.040 

2.130 

JORDAN DAIRY 

768 

2.550 

2.550 

2.560 

TBS PUBLIC MINING 

2.636 

2.400 

2.400 

2.400 

AHAB ALUMmnM INDUSTRY 

133,266 

11.390 

11.500 

11.440 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

228, 524 

7.070 

7.160 

7.150 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL E AGRICULTURAL 

76.510 

6.360 

6.300 

6.330 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENT? IWDDSTTUES 

9.575 

24.10U 

24.000 

23.900 

NATIONAL STEEL HTOOSTRT 

54,354 

6.100 

6.080 

5.990 

OAR AL OAHA DEVELOPMENT E INVESTMENT 

87.064 

11.340 

11.300 

11.200 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-GHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

30.521 

3.950 

3.960 

3.920 

THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

256. DBS 

10.850 

11.000 

11.200 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

2B.37D 

6.370 

6.420 

6.300 

JORDAN PAPER E CARD BOARD FACTORIES 

14.536 

4.300 

4.350 

4.450 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE JONES 

28,1177 

4.350 

4.380 

4.500 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

ID. 780 

3.340 

3.380 

3.370 

ARAB CENTER PW PUARH. E CHEMICALS 

204.4*- 

4.270 

4. 3B0 

4.330 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

14.795 

1.030 

1.030 

1.000 

JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

7,090 

5.900 

5.-00 

5.900 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

127.875 

1.1.900 

13.900 

13.800 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

4,100 

4.100 

4.100 

4.100 

RAF1A INDUSTRIES 

11,482 

3.610 

3.540 

3.650 

BOOLE* INDUSTRIES 

79.583 

2.770 

2.7B0 

3.740 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES E MATCH/' J IMCO 

97,045 

1.370 

1.400 

1.420 

SPINNING E NERVING 

75. -132 

3.230 

3.330 

3.280 

AITANQSEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

2 7b 

1.310 

3.380 

1.380 

JORDAN WOOD INDUSTRIES / JN1CO 

1.300 

4.050 

4.000 

4.000 

NATIONAL CABLE E BINE HAHUTACTUSIINC 

439, BU 

7.490 

7.600 

7.500. 

JORDAN SffLPHO— CHKKICALS 

99.275 

4.930 

4.930 

4.920 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

120.883 

1.690. 

2.690 

1.710 

JORDAN RDOnnOL INDUSTRIES 

177. 318 

2.S5U 

2.680 

2.660 

JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE IMJOSTJCT 

133,955 

0. 6SO 

0.670 

0.680 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

325,755 

5.030 

5.B5U 

5.840 

ARAB IHVKSTHBTT A XNKRNAT ZONAL TRADE 

151,471 

3.190 

3. 180 

3.170 

JORDAN TOBACCO A CIGARETTES 

1.150 

24.090 

21.000 

23.000 

JORDAN PETROLEUM KEPI RAPT 

151.668 

9.450 

*.550 

9.500 

GRAND TOTAL 5 

425,133 






"Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 



v 


r Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


BLACK RAIN 

Shows; 12:30. 3 JO. 6:15. 8:30, 1030 p.m. 
.Thu.+Fri. special show for children at 
11:00 a.m. 

The Fox And The Hound 




r Ttel: 675571 

NAM AI Mashini Theatre _ 


Tuesday January Stfi marKs the °P e f?‘^9 
of the new theatre season presenting. 


Daily as 8:30 p.m* 

Tickets office open ail o & y 


A play: entitled 


Presents 


^Welcome New World Order” 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. in addition to two 
additional performances Tuesday and 
Wednesday Dec. 29-30/1992 


Official 
seeks cross 
trading 
in Arab 
shares 

MANAMA (R) — The new 
chairman of the Union of Arab 
Stock Exchanges wants member 
exchanges to allow their shares to 
be listed on other Arab markets, 
his office announced. 

The Bahrain Stock Exchange 
said its director, Fawzi Behzad. 
would suggest this as part of a 
comprehensive plan to develop 
stock markets m Arab countries at 
the next board meeting of the 
Union of Arab Stock Exchanges. 

Mr. Behzad was recently 
elected chairman of the union. 

One of the key measures in 
his seven-point plan is to 
“arrange reciprocal agreements 
between Arab stock exchanges 
for cross listings of good com- 
panies listed on each stock ex- 
change.” 

Trading on many Arab ex- 
changes in now limited mainly to 
the citizens of the country or. 
unusually, to nationals of coun- 
tries in a grouping like the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). 

Most shares in the Saudi mar- 
ket. for example, are available 
only to Saudis and not even to 
citizens of other the GCC states 

— Bahrain. Kuwait, Oman. 
Qatar and the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

Bahrain, which allows other 
GCC citizens to trade in local 
shares, broke ground under Mr. 
Behzad in 1990 by allowing inves- 
tors from outside the Gulf to 
trade shares in Bahrain-based 
Arab Banking Corporation. 

Mr. Behzad's plan for the Arab 
exchanges would also: 

— Increase awareness of secur- 
ities among Arab investors by 
developing instruments traded on 
their exchanges and promoting 
them to be' accepted interna- 
tionally 

— Lay down uniform rules for 
trading and owning shares 

— Establish links between 
brokers on the Arab exchanges to 
simplify placing orders and trans- 
ferring money and certificates 

— Adopt an arbitration system 
to settle disputes 

— Distribute information about 
listed companies and price move- 
ments to the other exchanges 

— Assist Arab countries with- 
out official stock exchanges to 
establish them. 


B.P. says 
it could 
lose 

another 
8,000 jobs 
over 
3 years 

LONDON (R) — Oil giant Brit- 
ish Petroleum (B.P.) has said it 
expects to cut 5.000 jobs worl- 
dwide over the next three years 
and it forecast a further 3,000 
staff would leave its payroll by 
1995 as a result of asset sales. 

The 8,000 staff reduction target 
is in addition to the 11.500 job 
cuts announced by London- 
headquartered British Petroleum 
Co. PLC in August when it re- 
ported half-year results. 

"There is no specific reason for 
the added job losses, except our 
determination to be more profit- 
able,” a B.P. spokesman said, 
stressing the numbers were still 
just targets. 

“If we knew where the job 
losses were going to occur we 
would mike a formal announce- 
ment,” the spokesman raid. 

B.P’s new target for job cuts 
surfaced m presentations to oil 
industry share analysts in New 
York and London recently. 

The job cuts are expected to 
affect B.P.’s “downstream” non- 
production side including its che- 
micals. refining and marketing 
and corporate administrative 
staff. 

At the end of 1991 B.P. em- 
ployed 115,000 people worl- 
dwide. 

The news of further job losses 
from B.P. comes after two oil 
companies warned of sharp falls 
in profits for 1992. 

French oil firm Total $.A. said 
its 1992 net attributable profit 
could fall as much or more steep- 
ly than the 47 per cent drop seen 
in the first half. 

Belgian oil company Petrofina 
S.A. said it too was expecting a 
big drop in profits as cash flow 
fails to keep up with spending. 

All oil companies are being 
hurt by the sharp drop in oil 
prices and low demand as econo- 
mic recovery remains sluggish in 
their major markets. 


Egyptian pound 
slips from 18 -month 
lock on dollar 


CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian 
pound has been doing something 
strange in the past two weeks — 
fluctuating. 

Its drop against the U.S- dollar 
is small but traders say they ex- 
pect the movement to continue as 
the central bank loosens its purse 
strings and allows the pound to 
come under market pressure for 
the first time since flotation last 
year. 

Spot rate pound transfers 
against the dollar closed Sunday 
at 3.330/345. down from 3.329/ 
341 the previous week. 

The rare was the lowest since 
the pound was floated a( 3.311/ 
337 on Oct. 8. 1991. but repre- 
sented a drop of less than 0.4 per 
cent. The pound's high during 
that time was 3.297/308 in June 
this year. 

Traders said the immediate 
downward pressure was due to a 
40 per cent drop since October in 
receipts from tourists, a major 
source of foreign currency, and a 
spate of loans by public sector 
banks, largely to state firms. 

Rumours that the central bank 
was about to devalue the pound 
also created downward pressure, 
traders said. 

“The pound is under short- 
term pressure and long-term 
pressure from interst rates." said 
the chief dealer of one major 
bank, predicting a gradual de- 
cline to about 3 .500 bv the end of 
1993. 

Billions of dollars flooded into 
Egyptian pounds after Cairo 
freed interest rates last year. 
Egyptian pound interest rates 
topped 20 per cent and were 


convertible back into a dollar 
which itself was yielding only a 
sickly four or five per cent. 

But rates have dropped to ab- 
out 16 per cent and the spread 
between short and long-term 
rates has narrowed, signalling a 
downward trend just as U.S. 
rates are perking up again. 

Last week's issue of treasury 
bills attracted offers of between 
16,0 and 16.6 per cent for 91 days 
while the 364 -day bill stood at 
beweeen 16.4 and 17.3 per cenr. 

Another banker said he ex- 
pected a quicker decline against 
the dollar, perhaps to 3.500 by 
the end of March, as the dollar 
picked up against other curren- 
cies and the speculative flow into 
Egyptian pounds was stemmed by 
interest rate drops. 

The significance of last week's 
decline, bankers said, was not its 
size but the signal from the cen- 
tral bank that it would not lock 
the pound into a virtually static 
rate against the dollar even 
though it had the reserves to do 
so. 

The bank has built up record 
reserves of $13 billion since last 
year. 

The pound has stayed rock 
solid against the dollar since 
Egypt signed an economic reform 
programme with the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund in May last 
year. 

As well as inflows from savings 
■abroad, imports dropped as the 
government cut subsidies on 
many items, and receipts from 
tourism and the Suez Canal all 
rose more than expected. 


Bulgarian central bank 
raises key interest rate 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria is raising 
its key interest rate as the coun- 
try's continuing political crisis is 
threatening the economy, the 
central bank said Monday. 

The Lombard lending rate will 
rise to 47 per cent on Jan. 1 from 
41-per cent, the National Bank of 
Bulgaria said. 

“Political instability, a forecast 
inflation rise and the lack of an 
approved 1993 budget law called 
for the increase in the main in- 
terest rate." National Bank of 
Bulgaria Governor Todor Val- 
chev told reporters. 

“The fragile financial stabiliza- 
tion achieved by the country’s last 
two governments risks failure if 
the real economy does not begin 
to support it,” he said. 

Bulgaria's first non -communist 
government since World War II. 
which launched radical economic 
reforms in 1992 , lost a parliamen- 
tary confidence vote two months 
ago. 

Attempts to form a govern- 
ment since then, by both the 
anti-communist Unioin of Demo- 
cratic Forces and the ex- 
communist Socialist Party, have 
failed to win parliamentary sup- 
port. 

The third party in parliament, 
representing the ethnic Turkish 
minority, has now nominated pres- 
idential economic adviser Lyuben 
Berov to try to form an adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. Berov, who is not a Turk, 


is expected to name his proposed 
cabinet Wednesday. 

Economic reform has slowed, 
although parliament has adopted 
laws on privatisation and agrarian 
reform. 

State-owned enterprises are 
not producing, but continuing to 
pay wages, and new tax laws need 
to be passed — so the budget 
deficit is growing. 

The Lombard rate, with which 
the central bank steers the overall 
interest rate structure, has been 
cut three times this year to ease 
pressure on the economy. It was 
hiked to 54 per cent in 1991 to 
defend the lev currency. 

“Our policy aims to prevent 
hyper-inflation.” Lyubomir Fili- 
pov. head of lev operations at the 
National Bank of Bulgaria told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Filipov said underlying in- 
flation for January and February 
1993 was expected to run at 70 to 
SO per cent year-on-year. 

With electricity charges due to 
rise 20 per cent on Jan. 1, Bulgar- 
ia's National Institute of Statistics 
has forecast monthly inflation will 
accelerate to 13 per cent in the 
first two months of 1993 from 6.7 
per cent in November. 

Year-on-year inflation is now 
90 per cent, according to the 
Economic Planning Agency, 
compared with the finance minis- 
try’s forecast of 65 per cent made 
at the beginning of this year. 


Jordan Times Tel: 667171 


Passport Lost 

I, Satnam, have lost my Indian passport No. 
T-574784. 

If found, please contact Indian Embassy 
on telephone No. 637262 


URGENT 

Maids are required to work abroad. 

Call 827743. No agents please. 


FOR SALE 

American electrical oven 

General Electric washing machine, 16-F. Leonard Fridge. 
All as new. 

Tel. 696290 


Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Transport 
Aqaba Railway Corporation 

Invitation for submission of pre-qualfflcatlon data 
for the connection of Shidiya mine to ARC Rail- 
way line. 

The closing date for the above mentioned submission of 
pre-qualification data is .extended until 12 noon Saturday, 
,Jan. 16, 1993, instead of Wednesday Dec. 30 1992. 
All other terms and conditions remain the same. 

Best regards, 
M.M. Krishan, 
D.G. 
A.R.C. 


dinar 

tumbles 

prices 

soar 

BAGHDAD (R) — The plung- 
ing Iraqi dinar and soaring com- 
modities prices appear ro have 
dashed hopes that the govern- 
ment's ban on luxury imports 
would stabilise the economy. 

The U.S. dollar traded at about 
36 dinars Monday at Baghdad's, 
thriving black market. It fetched 
27 dinars two weeks ago. The 
official rate is 53.2 to one dinar. 

Prices of essential commodities 
— potatoes, chicken, meat, flour 
and rice — have risen by up to 50 
per cent. 

Both trends are contrary - to 
government expectations. Its me- 
asures to ban trade in luxury 
goods have done nothing to prop 
up the dinar and lower rates of 
essentia] food stuffs. 

President Saddam Hussein 
ordered an increase of up to 40 
per cent in civil service and army 
salaries last week- But the raise 
will do little to alleviate the suf- 
ferings of hard-hit Iraqis if the 
government does not check the 
price hikes. 

With its oil exports choked off 
and billions of dollars of assets 
either frozen or confiscated, Iraq 
finds it extremely hard to redtes 
its war- and sanctions- tom eco- 
nomy. 

Babel newspaper, owned by 
President Saddam's eldest son 
Uday, blamed the cabinet’s eco- 
nomic committee for the soaring 
prices. 

It said potatoes had chicken 
rose 50 per cent in one week and 
a 50-kilogramme sack of flour 
jumped to 700 dinars from 500 in 
the same period. Most essential 
commodities are now out of reach 
foT many Iraqis. 

Trade Minister Mohamamd 
Mehdi Saleh blamed Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait for the price rises. 

In an interview to be published 
in the government newspaper A! 
Jumhouriyah Tuesday, Mr. Saleh 
said “the rulers of Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait smuggle sheep and 
food out of Iraq, paying exorbi- 
tant prices, and then set the food 
on fire once they enter their 
borders." 

He said the two countries 
bought food ordered from abroad 
by Iraq at double the price “to 
deny the Iraqi people their food.” 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of Mr. Saleh's accusation 
but prices in Iraq are cheaper 
than in neighbouring countries 
for those with foreign currency 
thanks to the free-falling dinar. 

Drastic government measures 
to support the dinar and reduce 
prices have all but failed. Last 
July, authorities executed 42 
traders accused of illegal hoard- 
ing and profiteering. 

In August, the government 
banned trade in luxury goods and 
compelled traders and retailers to 
clear them from their shops by 
Dec. 10. 

A rationing system, which pro- 
vides almost two thirds of food 
needs, has so far kept millions of 
Iraqis at subsistence level. 

Mr. Saleh promised in the in- 
terview to add lentils to the 
rationing card during the holy 
month of Ramadhan. Iraqis 
break their dawn to dusk 
Ramadhan fast with lentil soup. 

He also said he was trying to 
add “meat, chicken, potatoes and 
onions” to the rationing card. 

Despite the bleak situation. 
President Saddam told Iraqis 
Monday the future was bright. 

“My ambition is for every Iraqi 
family to have a house and a 
private car. And that wffl be possi- 
ble. God willing,” Baghdad 
newspaper quoted President Sad- 
dam as saying. 


Lagos links 
oil contracts 
to investment 

LAGOS (R) — Nigeria has urged 
companies contracting for its oil 
to heed a call for investment in its 
ailing economy or face possible 
termination of their accords. 

Oil Minister Chu Okongwn 
said a three-month notice for 
compliance with guidelines ex- 
pired in November but that a 
further two months had been 
granted. 

“It is my intention to select a 
small group of major players hi 
the industry and serious enter- 
prises who are willing to make 
significant real investment in 
Nigeria," he told officials of com- 
panies working in Nigeria, includ- 
ing subsidiaries of the Royal/ 
Dutch Shell Group. France's Elf 
and Chevron of the United 
States. 

Nigeria is seeking investment 
mainly in oil exploration, infras- 
tructure and heavy industrial pro- 
jects 
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president warns Bosnia 
ir could threaten world peace 


GENEVA (R) — Croatian Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman warned 
Monday that the war in Bosnia 
could spill over and threaten 
world peace unless a rapid politic- 
al solution was found. 

Speaking at the peace negotia- 
tions in Geneva, Mr. Tudjman 
said enforcement of a United 
Nations no-fly zone and huma- 
nitarian aid were only secondary 
to the conclusion of a political 
settlement. 

"We believe that peace in 
Bosnia- Herzegovina is something 
that cannot be postponed," Mr. 
Tudjman told a news conference 
before a meeting with U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Gha- 
li. 

Mr. Tudjman said there were 
worrying signs that Forces con- 
trolled by the Muslim-led govern- 
ment were getting increased 
backing from Islamic allies and 
that conservative Russian forces 
-were mobilising support for the 
Serbs. 

“Therefore, there is a realistic 
danger that this war might spill 
over and assume an undesirable 
scale that could threaten global 
peace," he said. 

Earlier the Croatian president 
held talks with Dobrica Cosic. 
federal president of the rump 
Yugoslavia, about achieving a 
ceasefire amd settlement in Bos- 
nia and normalising relations be- 
tween their two countries. 

But although he said Mr. Cosic 
had supported normal ties with 
Croatia, Mr. Tudjman did not 
expect diplomatic relations to be 
agreed “either this or next 
week.” 

After meeting Dr. Ghali — 
who was holding separate meet- 
ings with Mr. Cosic and Bosnian 
President Alija fzetbegovic — 
A£r. Tudjman was due to resume 
negotiations with Mr. Izetbegovic 
to hammer out a joint plan for the 
fixture structure of Bosnia. 

The negotiations between the 
Muslims ar.d Croats, whirh be*."n 


Sunday under the guidance of 
international mediators Cyrus 
Vance and Lord Owen, have 
centred on maps showing the 
provincial structure of a fixture 
Bosnia. 

Mr. Vance and Lord Owen, 
co-chairmen of the Geneva con- 
ference on former Yugoslavia, 
have not produced any map 
themselves, but have issued a 
draft constitution for Bosnia 
laying down the basic framework 
they seek. 

Under their draft, Bosnia 
would be a loosely-decentralised 
state of seven to 10 autonomous 
regions — a notion accepted only 
by the Muslims. 

When the three factions first 


presented their maps to the con- 


ference earlier this month, only 
that produced by the Muslim-led 
government followed the 
mediators' stated wish that Bos- 
nia should not be carved up along 
crude ethnic lines. 

The Serbs, who have overrun 
two thirds of the republic, pro- 
duced a map showing a “Serb 
republic” covering 60 per cent of 
the country and the rest left 
blank. 

"Hie Croats, led by Mate 
Bo ban, presented a map simply 
highlighting those areas where 
Croats were concentrated. 

Diplomats say Mr. Vance and 
Lord Owen believe a common 
Muslim-Croat position could be 
vital to achieving a political set- 
tlement that would avert Western 
military action against the rebel 
Serbs. 

But Bosnian Croat leader 
Bo ban, who is accompanying Mr. 
Tudjman in Geneva, contra- 
dicted a statement by the Croa- 
tian president Sunday that the 
two sides had already come 
"much closer" over the’ maps. 

Mr. Boban told reporters the 
Croats still supported Bosnia as 
“a state of all three nations" — 
implying the ethnic division of the 
ccuntry — and said the map 


currently proposed by the Mus- 
lims did not guarantee the rights 
of the Serbs. 

“There is little chance to suc- 
ceed but I would like it to suc- 
ceed," Mr. Boban said. 

"I hope we will find a satisfac- 
tory joint map. I think in this map 
the rights of the Serbian people 
should be recognised," he added. 

Lord Owen said Monday he 
was entering the next round of 
talks on the crisis in former 
Yugoslavia with “glimmer of 
light." 

He was speaking after progress 
was reported in Sunday's re- 
sumed Bosnian peace talks in 
Geneva. 

Lord Owen told BBC Radio; 
“You have to hold together some 
degree of optimism and coher- 
ence and make people believe in 
the process of negotiation." 

The former British Foreign 
Secretary said he was going into 
Monday's round of negotiations 
"with a glimmer of light,” 
adding: "You can say that is what 
I have to do as a negotiator, but I 
want less talk of war and more 
talk of negotiations because that 
is the only real avenue for suc- 
cess.” 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic said in a letter to British 
Prime Minister John Major Mon- 
day that U.N. monitors could 
accompany any emergency flight 
over Bosnia to verify it was not 
on a combat mission. 

Mr. Karadzic said he wanted 
"to cool the temperature over the 
issue of no-fly zones,” and “clar- 
ify the precise nature of the 
flights we are operating.” 

Western nations led by the 
United States have threatened to 
use force to ensure compliance 
with U.N. no-fly zone regulations 
over the former Yugoslav repub- 
lic. 

Mr. Karadzic said in his letter: 
"We are not engaged in any 
aerial combat missions and... the 
flights we are operating are used 


for humanitarian purposes only.” 

In order to verify this, he 
added: “I propose that monitors 
be specifically allocated to each 
aircraft, that they have full access 
to these aircraft." 

He added that such access 
would be unrestricted, on a 24- 
hour basis, and no Bosnian Serb 
flight would depart without a 
U.N. monitor on board, 

A spokesman for Major's 
Downing Street office declined to 
comment on the proposal, saying 
the whole issue of the enforce- 
ment of the no-fly zone was still 
under discussion. 

Meanwhile the first serious 
snow of winter blanketed 
Sarajevo and large areas of Bos- 
nia Monday, giving its be- 
leaguered civilians a foretaste of 
the suffering they face. 

But as the Bosnian capital 
neared nine months under siege 
and endured a lack of running 
water, electric power, telephones 
and adequate food, there were 
indications that government 
forces were fighting back with 
increasing success against the re- 
bel Serbs. 

A British spokesman in Vitez 
‘said intelligence sources in cen- 
tral Bosnia spoke of a major push 
by the Muslims and Croats in the 
past two weeks which had forced 
the Serbs back by up to 20 
kilometres 

The push began near- the 
mountain village of Varalici and 
had pressed north almost to the 
road linking the towns of Zepce 
and Banovid. 

“There has been quite a lot of 
fighting and considerable prog- 
ress has been made by the Bos- 
nians into Serb salients. We are. 
looking with interest at develop- 
ments," said British spokesman 
Captain Lee Smart. 

The road was still in Serb 
hands, he said, but was no longer 
secure, with government forces in 
places only two kilometres from 

it. 



BANGKOK (R) — Khmer 
Rouge President KJiieu Samphan 
said Monday his guerrillas would 
no: allow U.N. peacekeepers to 
set up checkpoints in parts of 
Cambodia under their control' 
when sanctions against the fac- 
tion begin Friday. 

Khieu Samphan, speaking to 
reporters after a meeting in Bang- 
kok with Thai Foreign Minister 
Frasong Soonsiri, implicitly 
threatened any peacekeepers 
who tried to enter its zones. 

The U.N. Security Coundl 
voted in November to impose 
sanctions on log exports to Thai- 
land from Khmer Rouge zones 
and oil imports because of the 
faction's refusal to honour the 
Paris peace accord signed in 
October 1991 to end 13 years of 
civil war. 

The Khmer Rouge, alone of 
the four factions, has refused to 
disarm or allow troops of the 
United Nations Transitional Au- 
thority in Cambodia (UNTAC) 
free access. 

Khieu Samphan reiterated the 
Khmer Rouge position that it 
would not comply with the accord 
until the Supreme National 
Coundl (SNC), the all-faction 
reconciliation body, was given 
more power and Vietnamese 
troops left Cambodia. 

"Why sanctions against only 
us," Khieu Samphan said. 

“If the Party of Democratic 
Kampuchea (Khmer Rouge) is 
going to allow checkpoints, the 
SNC must play its role as the 
unique and legitimate source of 
Cambodia... and be in a position 
to cooperate with UNTAC to 
provide and control implementa- 
tion of the Paris peace accord, 
mainly to supervise and control 
withdrawal of Foreign forces.*' 

UNTAC offirials say they have 
no evidence that any units of the 
Vietnamese force which occupied 
Cambodia from 1979 to 1989 
remain there. They say the 
Khmer Rouge are twisting their 
interpretation of the accord to 
suit their own designs. 

Asked if the Khmer Rouge 
would seize peacekeepers who 
tried to enter its zones. Khieu 
Samphan said: “You all know our 
position quite clearly.” 

The Khmer Rouge have kid- 
napped U.N. personnel four 
times this month and pledged to 
do so again to any "blue beret” 
found in its zones without its 
permission. 

Its fighters have also fired on 
U.N. helicopters, and guerrilla 
artillery fire is creeping closer to 
U.N. positions in northwestern 
Sien Reap province. 

Mr. Prasong told reporters he 
.was not optimistic the impasse 
could be overcome soon. 



Two Armenian fighters bundled against the cold look towards Azeri 
positions near the town of Lacbin inside the disputed Armenian 
enclave of Najorno-Karabakh (AFP photo) 


Top Azeri official in Iran; 

ikarabakh on talks agenda 


NICOSIA (R) — Azerbaijan's 
vice-president arrived in Tehran 
Monday, hot on the heels of his 
Armenian counterpart, as a 
Tehran newspaper said Iran 
should resume mediation be- 
tween the two warring former 
Soviet republics. 

Panah Husseinov told Iranian 
News Agency (IRNA) on arrival 
that the Nagorno-Karabakh dis- 
pute — the core of an undeclared 
war which has killed at least 2,500 
Azerbaijanis and Armenians in 


The Tehran Times, considered 
close to the Foreign Ministry, 
said Iran should resume its 
mediation effort to end the "des- 
tructive” war. 

The English-language news- 
paper, quoted by FRNA, said 
neither side paid "due considera- 
tion and understanding” to Iran’s 
mediation earlier this year, but 
Tehran's goodwill was proven to 
both sides and it had to resume its 
peacemaking role. 

Azeri and Armenian leaders 


the past five years — would be on signed a peace pact at a meeting 
the agenda during his two-day with Raftanjani in May, but it 


talks in Tehran. 

Last week President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani pressed 
Iran’s demand for a peaceful 
solution to the conflict on visiting 
Armenian Vice-President Gagik 
Artunyan. saying the fighting was 
“futile and detrimental to both 
the Armenian and Azeri na- 
tions." 


was swept asided by renewed 
fighting over Nagorno-Karabakh, 
an enclave inside Azerbaijan 
populated by Armenians but 
administered by Baku since 1923. 

In the latest fighting, Azerbai- 
jan’s Defence Ministry said that 
up to 170 Armenians were killed 
or wounded in border clashes last 
week. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Poll finds gloom on Japanese-U.S. ties 


TOKYO (R) — A record percentage of Japanese and Americans 
think ties between their nations are in trouble, according to a 
survey conducted jointly by the daily Asahi Shimbun and the 
Harris Organisation of die United States. Forty-seven per cent of 
respondents in Japan and 59 per cent in the United States rated 
ties as either “poor" or “bad," the Asahi reported Monday. Both 
figures were record highs for the U.S.-Japanese poll, conducted 
every year for past 10 years. Last year the negative figures stood 
at 37 per cent in Japan and 38 per cent in the United States. 


Japan Communists expel 100-year*old leader 


TOKYO (R) — The Japanese Communist Party (JCP) has 
expelled its 100-year-old co-founder for betraying a comrade who 
was shot in Moscow in 3939 after being accused of spying for 
Tokyo. The party newspaper Akahata Monday said the Central 
Committee decided at the weekend to expel Sanzo N Osaka after 
hearingthe report of a fact-finding mission sent to Russia last 
week. The affair centred on the fate of Kenzo Yamamoto who 
worked in the Moscow centre of the Commuinist International, 
an arm of the Soviet Communist Party. 


Russian 
troops in 
Tajikistan 
kill 6 
Afghans 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian bor- 
der troops killed six Afghans and 
took one prisoner after a group 
20 armed Afghans tried to force 
their way across the border into 
Tajikistan a Russian military 
spokesman said Monday. 

“Six Afghans were killed and 
one taken prisoner The others 
returned to Afghanistan," said 
Moscow-based spokesman Col- 
onel Evgeny Znamensky. 

None of the Russian service- 
men involved in the “armed 
attack” were injured, he said. 

He could not say which side 
opened fire first, but noted that 
border guards had orders to shoot 
only when attacked. 

Mr. Znamensky said up to 
80.000 Tajik refugees fleeing a 
simmering civil war in the im- 
poverished former Soviet repub- 
lic were massed near Pyanj on the 
Afghan border where the inci- 
dent took place. 

Hundreds of people have been 
killed in months of fighting in the 
Central Asian slate, which also 
borders China and Uzbekistan. 

“The civil war has practically 
ruined Tajikistan's economy and 
thrown the country back 10 or 15 
years.” ITAR-TASS News Agen- 
cy quoted Economics Minister 
Ismoil Davalatov as saying. 

He told a meeting in the capital 
Dushanbe that 80,000 people, 
mostly highly qualified workers, 
had fled Tajikistan since the 
fighting started. 


Gorbachev: Soviet breakup 
was a ‘tragic mistake 9 


MOSCOW (AP) — Former Mr. Gorbachev remains poptt- 
Soviet President Mikhail Got- lar abroad but is widely criticised 
bachev said Sunday that the dism- at home, with the hardliners 
tegration of the Soviet Union was blaming him for the collapse of 
a “tragic mistake” and defended the Soviet system. Liberal critics 
Russia’s hardline congress as set- say he bad failed to address press- 
ting the right course fur the coon- mg political and economic issues 


try. 


‘I think it was not necessary,” 
Mr. Gorbachev said of the Soviet 
breakup, speaking on Moscow's 
Channel One television. 

“It had very hard consequences 
for the whole country, for all of 
the republics. I have thought and 


only making the current free- 
market reform harder to achieve. 

But Mr. Gorbachev defended 
him tactics of limited reforms, 
saying: 

“What is happening now in 
Russia and the Commonwealth 
countries proves that our line. 



Chinese man 


I still think that it was a tragic that tactics that we adhered to 
mistake. We will face the con- were necessary. ... 
sequences of it for a long, Jong “Whatever began in 1985 is 
bmp,” Mr. Gorbachev said. continuing,” he added. “Do you 
Mr. Gorbachev denied accusa- think that the Gorbachev epoch is 
tions that he left behind a legacy over? No, it was only the dawn, 
of crumbling . economy and ethnic .not even midday. We would not 
conflicts, blaming his successors have today without what was 


Mikhail Gorbachev 


gress offered the welcome cen- 
trist alternative to impulsive 
Yeltsin and the radicals' on bothi 


for the trouble. 

“There have been promises 
that the Commonwealth (of Inde- 
pendent States) wfll give us the 
possibility to resolve all the prob- 
lems," he said. But its problems 
"were not only left unresolved 
but became even more acute.” 

Mr. Gorbachev, 61, resigned 
on Dec. 25, 1991, following the 
collapse of seven decades of cen- 
tral Kremlin authority. The 
Soviet Union’s demise was 
brought about by many of the 
political reforms that Mr. Gor- 
bachev himself unleashed after 
coming to power in 1985. 


started in 1985.* 

Mr. Gorbachev accused his 
political rival, Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, of losing control 
over himself at this month’s Con- 
gress of People's Deputies. 

Russia’s highest legislative 
body, dominated by former Com- 
munists. forced Mr. Yeltsin to 
accept painful compromises and 
abandon his reformist Acting 
Prime Minister Yegor Gaidar, 
the architect of economic re- 
forms. Mr. Gaidar was replaced 
by Viktor Chernomyrdin, a con- 
servative industrial manager. 

Mr. Gorbachev said the con- 


"1 think the congress has pro-: 
vided a chance,” he said. “People 
who try to portray it as a congress 
of retrogrades are unscrupulous 
and dishonest.” 

“At the crucial moment, when, 
the President (Yeltsin) -lost his 
nerve, it was the congress which 
demonstrated self-possession and-, 
the understanding of .its responsi- 
bility," Mr. Gorbachev said. - 
Because of persistent 'attacks 
by Mr. Gorbachev in 1992, Mrl 
Yeltsin has stripped Mr. Gor- 
bachev of various privileges, in-' 
eluding a country house, lavish 


apartment, limousine and much 
of the pr 


property that forms his 
Gorbachev Foundation, a politic- 
al think tank. 


Seoul to seek help on nuclear impasse 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
President-elect Kim Young-Sam 
said Monday he would ask the 
United Nations to help break a 
deadlock with North Korea over 
mutual inspections of nuclear' 
sites. 

“When the new government is 
formed, I plan to officially 
address this (nuclear) issue not 
only to the four powerful neigh- 
bours (the United States. Russia, 
China and Japan) but also to the 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil/’ Mr. Kim told a breakfast 


meeting of Christian leaders. 

. “No confidence can be built 
between South and North Korea 
without the implementation of 
mutual nndear inspections.” 

A thaw in North-South rela- 
tions has baited over the vexed 
question of nndear inspections. 

South Korea and its allies sus- 
pect Pyongyang is secretly de- 
veloping atomic weapons, a 
charge the North denies. 

North Korea argues it met the 
South's demands for inspections 
when it let in experts from the 


International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) this year. 

South Korea and its allies, 
mindful of shortcomings in the 
Vienna-based IAEA's powers and its 
failure to identify all of Iraq’s nuc- 
lear facilities, want to implement 
a sy stem of short-notice inspec- 
tions. 

The North is willing to open up 
one facility,, in Yongbyon some 
95 kilometres north of Pyon- 
gyang, but has refused to allow 
the South Koreans access to its 
military sites. 


Commission condemns ANC, Inkatha 


JOHANNESBURG 
South Africa's Goldstone 

mission Monday blamed rivalry control thereof, by the Inkatha 


(RV — remains the rivalry between, and 
ne Com- the fight for territory and the 


between the African National 
Congress (ANC) and the Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Party 
(IFP) for violence and intimida- 
tion in the country. 

It accused the leaders of both 
Nelson Mandela's ANC and the 
IFP, headed by Chief Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi, of not doing 
enough to stop violence and im- 
pose discipline among members. 

It said leaders of die two par- 
ties also continued to attack the 
other side in dear breach of a 
national peace accord. It sug- 
gested those guilty of such con- 
duct should be barred from public 
appearances for a specified 
period. 

The commission said in its third 
interim report to President F.W. 
De Klerk it was premature to 
comment on the role of -members 
of the South African Defence 
Force in the violence. 

“Whatever that role, it remains 


Freedom Party and the African 
National Congress,” it said. 

The government set up the 
commission under Judge Richard 
Goldstone in 1991 to investigate 
the causes of political violence, a 
major obstacle in South Africa's 
transition to noti-radal democra- 
cy. 

More than 3,000 people have 
died this year in political vio- 
lence, primarily in the Johannes- 
burg area and Natal province. 

ANC and IFP officials are due 
to meet Tuesday for a second 
session aimed at arranging a 
peace summit between Mr. Man- 
dela and Mr. Buthelezi, who re- 
cently unveiled q constitution for 
an autonomous state within South 
Africa comprising Natal and the 
Kwazulu tribal homeland. 

Judge Goldstone said other 
contributory factors to violence 
were socio-economic problems, 
antagonism towards the security 


clear that a primary trigger of forces by large numbers of black 
current violence and intimidation and white South Africans, and 


the availability of weapons and 
explosives. 

The report said both the ANC 
and IFP had been too hasty m 
accusing the other of causing 
violence. 

“Each has been tardy, especial- 
ly at the level of top leadership, m 
taking adequate and effective 
steps to stop the violence by 
imposing discipline and accounta- 
bility among its members/' it 
said. 

It added that the longer a 
political settlement for South 
Africa was delayed, the worse the 
economy would become, contri- 
buting to escalating violence. 

The report called for freedom 
of political activity for both the 
ANC and IFP. 

It also said the police image 
could be improved through the 
posting of international police 
observers among both the South 
African and the Kwazulu police. 

“An adequate, well-known and 
trusted witness protection prog- 
ramme would encourage witnes- 
ses to report information to the 
police,” it added. 
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Hindus, Muslims flay move to find 
court solution to Indian shrine 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Hindus 
and Muslims Monday lambasted 
a government proposal to resolve 
the 40-year-old dispute over a 
holy site where Hindu militants 
destroyed a 16th centuiy mosque 
earlier this month. 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao’s cabinet decided Sun- 
day to build a temple and a 
mosque near the disputed site in 
the northern town of Ayodhya, 


and to let the Supreme Court rale 
on which one should be allocated 
the holy ground. 

The question will hinge on the 
court's rating on whether Mogul 
invaders tore down a Hindu tem- 
ple more than 400 years ago to 
build the Babri Mosque. Many 
Hindus believe the spot is where 
the warrior-god Rama was born. 

Hindu extremists tore down 
the mosque on Dec. 6, setting off 


nationwide Hindu- Muslim riots 
in which more than 1,200 people 
were killed. 

In a related development, 
police fired tear gas to disperse 
activists of the right-wing Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party who hurled 
rocks at buses and tried to break 
into the offices of the state-run 
television to protest what they 
called partisan coverage of the 
conflict. 


Effort for D.C. statehood faces defeat again 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Boos- 
ters of statehood for the nation's 
capital have a friend headed for 
the White House, but ebbing 
support in Congress could wash 
away their hopes. 

And while Bill Clinton the 
candidate said he would like to 
see statehood for the district of 
Columbia in his First term. 
President-elect Bill Clinton 
appears unwilling to spend much 
political capital to make it hap- 
pen. 

"Congress would have to act, 
but I believe in it., .and 1 assume a 
bill will be introduced and I ex- 
pect to support' it/' Mr. Clinton 
told reporters recently. 

The biggest issue of all — 
whether the constitution would 
have to be amended for D.C. 
statehood — is far from resolved. 

The constitution gives Con- 
gress the right “to exercise exclu- 
sive legislation in all cases what- 
soever” for the nation's capital. 

Statehood supporters say that 
means Congress can erect any 
form of government it wants, 
including a state, but every attor- 


ney general since Robert F. Ken- 
nedy, as well as, several legal 
scholars who support statehood, 
maintain the constitution must be 
changed. 

Always uncertain, chances for 
D.C. statehood have been 
harmed^ by recent events that 
have raised lawmakers' eyebrows 
anew about the political acumen 
of the city’s leaders and voters 
and the economic wherewithal to 
support a state government: 

— A fiscal crisis that Mayor 
Sharon Pratt Kelly largely 
ignored her first two years in 
office, and that persists despite a 
40 per cent increase in federal 
payments to the city, 

— Election of former Mayor 
Marion Barry to a city council 
seat after his release from prison 
on a misdemeanor cocaine con- 
viction. It’s conceivable he could 
be elected governor if statehood 
comes to pass. 

— Continued flight of middle- 
class taxpayers, black and white, 
to suburbs in Mayland and Virgi- 
nia. The capita) dry’s population 
has shrunk 20 per cent, by 


157,000 people, over the past 20 
years. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Clinton's sup- 
port for statehood, in contrast to 
opposition from both President 
George Bush and Ronald 
Reagan, has intensified Republi- 
can antipathy. 

“We Republicans view it as 
really a method by which the 
Democratic Party gets two auto- 
matic senators in perpetuity,” 
said House Republican leader 
Robert Michel. “We're on the 
margin right now. So I don’t sec 
how we Republicans, except 
maybe a few, would be amenable 
to statehood for the District of 
Columbia.” 

“New Columbia” statehood 
bills have been introduced in 
every Congress since 1987, but 
support in the House and Senate 
has never approached a majority. 
The House District of Columbia 
Committee approved the bill in 
April on a 7-4 party-line vote. 
But fearing an embarrassing de- 
feat, backers abandoned any 
effort to bring it to the hill house. 

Republicans say only one-tliird 


of the 435 House members 
favoured it last year. Democrats 
contend there may have been as 
many as 175 backers at one point, 
but acknowledge that may have 
slipped to 150. 

Nonetheless, Eleanor Holmes 
Norton, the district’s non-voting 
delegate in the House, plans to 
reintroduce it as HR51 — for 51st 
state — when the 103rd Congress 
convenes on Jan. 5. 


Ms. Norton has no illusions 
about it passing, or even action 
being taken by the full House in 
1993, particularly with 10 more 
Republicans in the House than a 
year ago. 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D- 
Mass., plans to reintroduce a 
companion measure in the Sen- 
ate, but he has never mustered 
firm support from more than 31 
of the Senate’s 100 members. 

t _ 

Residents of the federal city • 
have long chafed at being victims 
or taxation without voting repre- 
sentation fti Congress, but efforts 
to change that situation have 
always fallen short. 
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